
President’s Message 
 

The national organization of MOAA recognized Frank Potter with the Na-
tional Leadership Award during our June Picnic meeting.  Frank is our Histo-
rian/Major Recruiter and Spokane Chapter Board Member. Congratulations 
Frank!! 
  
Mark your calendars for the following upcoming events: 
            6 September Spokane Chapter Board Meeting at the Shriner’s Hospital 
Cafeteria 0900. 
            (Come see and volunteer for the a position in our Chapter) 
            7 September Lunch at the Coeur D’Alene Resort, Idaho 
            19 October Lunch at the Northern Quest Casio, Spokane 
            7 December Lunch at Fort Mukogawa, Spokane 
  
During the 19 October Lunch we will elect the following: a new President, 
Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and two Board Members.  This is a great 
Chapter with National recognition so you would enjoy being a part of the 
Chapter Governing Group.  Please let me know if you are available to serve 
your Chapter in any one of these positions. 
                                                          SEMPER FI!!  
                                                          Dick Oates      Phone 208-777-2671 
                                                                         

President 
Richard H. Oates, LTC, USMC 
(Ret.)   208-777-2671 
rhoates@roadrunner.com 
 
1st Vice President 
Merl Gorton, COL, U.S. Army (Ret.) 
509-467-6138  mdgorton@aol.com 
 
2nd Vice President & 
Membership Chairman 
Clif Collier, Lt Col, USAF (Ret.) 
509.443.6490  clifcoll@msn.com 
 
Secretary 
Jerry Zee, LT, USPHS 
718-715-4011 zeeforce@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer 
Eddylou “Fred” Donovan, Lt Col, 
USAF (Ret.)   509.922.4982 
fredonovan@sisna.com 
 
Auxiliary Liaison,  Web Page  
Coordinator & Newsletter Editor 
Beth Ann Daigre (Aux.) 
509-921-9581 
bethannmadsen@msn.com 
 
Immediate Past President &  
Recruiting Chair 
Marilyn Hunt, CDR, USN (Ret.) 
208-773-1074  cinc@verizon.net 
 
Director & Personal Affairs Chair  
Barbara Wunderlich, LTC,  
U.S. Army (Ret.)  509-928-1593 
hwky8pepper@peoplepc.com 
 
Director & Program Chairman 
Robert Imle, Lt Col, USAF (Ret.) 
509-924-3846 
rmimle@netscape.com 
 
Director 
Chet Davis, Lt Col, USAF (Ret.) 
208-772-3922 
chetgeorgiad@adelphia.net 
 
Director & Historian 
Frank Potter, COL, USAF (Ret.) 
509-924-9251 
FPotter121@comcast.net 
 
Director & Legislative Chair  
Chuck Latimer, Lt Col, USAF (Ret.) 
509-326-2978 
CELatimer@aol.com 
 
Co-Chaplains 
Jack Dowers, LCDR, CHC, USN 
208-667-6646 
 
Ann Hurst, Capt NC, USAF 
509-326-2978 
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~~~ News Brief ~~~ ~~~ News Brief ~~~ ~~~ News Brief ~~~ ~~~ News Brief ~~~     
92nd Medical Group at Fairchild AFB 
Immunization Walk In Clinic is open 
Monday thru Friday, 0730 to 1600 hours.  
You must over 60 for the Shingles vac-
cine and over 65 for the Pneumonia.  
No prescription necessary.  Bring your 
shot record if you have it.  Call ahead of 
time to make sure both or either vaccine 
are in stock.   
509-247-5284 option (button) 3 

Calendar of Events 

August 17 Les Miserable's at the 
Coeur d’Alene Summer Theater  
September 7 Coeur d’Alene Resort 
October 19 Northern Quest Casino 
December 7 Mukogawa Ft Wright 
March 15, 2009 luncheon  
April 26, 2009 Mukogawa Ft. Wright 
June 14, 2009 Picnic at Imle’s  
Programs:  Bob Imle 509-701-3342 

I hope to see another great turnout at the Coeur d’Alene Resort social on 7 
September. Our guest speaker will be Larry Griffith, who is the North East 
Washington District Captain for the Patriot Guard Riders. His PowerPoint 
presentation will highlight measures that this patriotic group takes to counter 
disturbances and protests at military members’ funerals. Larry and his wife, 
Cathie, are both retired military and members of MOAA, national and Spo-
kane.  Our meeting room will have a bay window overlooking the marina and 
lake. You will have a choice of the Resort’s outstanding cuisine at a cost that 
is very reasonable.                         Robert Imle, Social Programs 



Our Hat is off to: 
 

 
 
Supporting Our Troops 
We collected $90 in cash to help with shipping costs.  We 
shipped five boxes totaling 57 lbs to our sailors along with 
25 letter from school children and 20 cards from our mem-
bers.  We have received two emails from the sailors saying 
Thank you for the goodies.  One unit said when they 
opened the boxes it was like Christmas.   
 
Maggie Imle has volunteered to chair the We Support Our 
Troops project.  Thank you Maggie for stepping up and 
helping our chapter be the best that it can be!   
 
Luncheon Raffle 
The raffle at the picnic brought in $235.  The proceeds 
went to the Armed Forces & Aerospace Museum. 
 
The raffle at the September luncheon will go to the MOAA 
Scholarship Fund. 

Member Recruiters Chapter YTD Give Me 10 YTD   

Beth Ann Daigre 2 2   

Chuck Latimer 2 4  

Chuck Young 1   

Dick Oates 2 1  

Frank Potter 2 2  

Jerry Zee 1 1  

Marilyn Hunt 11 23  

Merl Gorton 4 3  

Converted to Life:    

Ann Hough  1  

Dave Stanicar  1  

Marie Wallick  1  

TOTALS 25 39  
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Now Hear This! 

We are a 5 Star Chapter proudly serving northeast Washington and north Idaho for 34 years! 

Retiree Activities Office   509-247-5359 
Monday—Thursday 1000 to 1400 hours 
Located on the 2nd floor of Personnel Office Building. 
Volunteer Staffing at the RAO has been a special interest of our 
chapter for many years.  Most of the staff are chapter members. 

Casualty Assistance Officer:  Bernie Fritz is the casualty assis-
tance officer for Fairchild AFB and the surrounding area.  His 
office is in the personnel/finance complex at the base.  He can 
be reached at 509-247-8551.  If you are calling long distance, 
leave a message and he will call you back. 

AUXILIARY NEWS 
Auxiliary members received a cover-wrap on their Military 
Officer Magazine this month while regular members re-
ceived a cover-wrap with ballots for voting for Board of 
Director members.  The Auxiliary’s cover-wrap contained a 
survey and if the auxiliary member returns the survey, her 
name is entered in a drawing to win a 3 or 4 day cruise for 
two to the Caribbean, the Bahamas or Mexico.  There is 
another opportunity to win the cruise by recruiting another 
auxiliary member and the new members will get the first 
year membership for free. 
NEWS FLASH~ 

I hope this will please all of you auxiliary members.  We 
are starting up our bi-monthly luncheons again.  It has 
been years since we got together during the day.  There 
are 64 of us and I have called 30 and actually spoken with 
20.  About 15 of them are excited to start getting together.  
Our first gathering will be on  August 19th at 1 – 3 PM at 
Perkins on Division & the river.  There are a couple of 
us who are willing to pick up some of you who don’t drive 
or would like to car pool to save gas and not run out of 
parking spaces at the restaurant.  If you need a ride, want 
more information or just want to chat how this will work,  
feel free to call me!  Please make an effort to attend and 
find out what fun we will have just talking.  Everyone I 
talked to thought it would be wonderful to get together 
again.  They began to realize how much they missed the 
days of just chatting with another military wife.  Spouses 
are invited too! 
Beth Ann Daigre 509-921-9581 or cell 509-220-6508.     

TAPS 
Shirley Lekstrum, Auxiliary, 6/28/08 
COL William Roberts, USMC 5/28/08 

Lois Twilleager, Auxiliary, 7/2/08 
LT Robert Zimmerman, USN 5/14/08 

Spokane County Interstate Fair 
September 11th will be Patriot Day at the fair this year.  If 
you can’t make it on the first day of the fair, which is Sen-
ior Citizen day and the entrance fee is smaller, try and 
attend on the 11th. 

Coeur d’Alene Parade July 4, 2008 



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

COL Richard Bartch, USMC, and wife Mary Helen, Spokane 
CWO2 Tom Jarrard, USMC, and wife Sandra, Spokane 
Cpt. Michael Maehl, USMC, and wife Diane, Spokane 
1LT Matthew McLaughlin, ANG, and wife Cassandra Bates, Airway Heights 
MAJ Ken Murphy, USAF, McLean VA 
MGEN Tom Neary, USAF, and wife Joan, Liberty Lake 
Cpt Timothy Ozmer, ANG, Spokane 
Virginia Roberts, Auxiliary, Spokane 
MAJ Blain Secor, USAF, and wife Cindy, Medical Lake 
Maj Jeff Stewart, USA, and wife Larry, Spokane 
LT Prabath Wadu, USPHS, and wife Enoka Ratnayake, Omak WA 
Cpt Daniel Wessman, ANG and wife Melissa, Spokane 
Bonnie Jo Zimmerman, Auxiliary, Rosalia WA 

Legislative Contacts 
 

Washington 
 
Senator Patty Murray 
United States Senate 
601 W. Main, Suite 1213 
Spokane WA 99201 
509-624-9515    
fax 624-9561 
 
Senator Maria Cantwell 
United States Senate 
920 W. Riverside, Suite 
697 
Spokane WA 99201  
509-353-2507    
fax 353-2547 
 
Representative Cathy  
McMorris Rodgers 
United States House of  
Representatives 
10 N. Post St, Suite 625 
Spokane WA 99201 
509-353-2374   
fax 352-2412 
 
 

Idaho 
 
Senator Larry Craig 
United State Senate 
610 W. Hubbard, Suite 121 
Coeur d’Alene ID 83814 
208-667-6130   
fax 765-1743 
 
Senator Mike Crapo 
United State Senate 
1000 W. Hubbard, Suite 
209 
Coeur d’Alene ID 83814 
208-664-5490   
fax 664-0889 
 
Representative Bill Sali 
United State House of  
Representatives 
610 W. Hubbard, Suite 206 
Coeur d’Alene ID 83814 
208-667-0127   
fax 667-0310 

Now Hear This! 
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Luck Is When Preparation and Opportunity  
Come Together 

By Marilyn Hunt 
 
People sometimes ask how we get new members. It’s actually a matter of looking for op-
portunities and having this subject on the brain when meeting other people. I have to give 
a lot of credit to my husband, Bob, because he’s often the one who says something like, 
“Hey, she’s an officer. You should recruit her.” 
 
Here’s how eight new MOAA “Give Me Ten” recruits and six chapter members came our 
way in just five days. Chapter members gave me two leads and from those two I got two 
more. Then a boy who rides his bike through the neighborhood told me about a Navy Re-
serve nurse who lives just two blocks away. Then there was a newspaper article about a 
fellow who was a retired Army officer, and another article about a local high school grad 
who just got commissioned in the Coast Guard. Some people would say it was just luck, 
but it’s important to remember that luck is when preparation and opportunity come to-
gether. All it took was some time and initiative to contact these people.  
 
Recruiting is actually fun. It also helps if you’re a bit of a “bulldog” – someone who latches 
onto something and won’t let go. That type of personality gives you the ability to ferret out 
someone’s phone number and call them. If you’re a self-starter and a people person, this 
is for you. Since this is not active duty, You WON’T be given any quotas to meet. You’ll 
just get to use your initiative and have some fun at the same time while serving as a 
chapter recruiter. If you want to try this for awhile, call Marilyn Hunt at (208) 773-1074 or 
send an email to cinc@verizon.net.  

 

Mark your calendar for the 19 October social at the Northern Quest Casino. Our 
speaker will be Bradley Hunter of Hunter Financial, Inc. He will provide information on 
how to evaluate financial advisors, how to make your investments more tax efficient, how 
to uncover and then compare hidden fees, and updates on trust laws. This presentation is 
not an endorsement of Hunter Financial; the information is presented to benefit MOAA 
members.                                                                      Robert Imle, Social Programs 
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BIO: 

Chuck Latimer, Board Member & past president  
 

 I was born in 1950 in Camden, SC and grew up in 
the nearby town of Bishopville, one of the smallest, 
economically-deprived counties.  Part of the “low 
country” of the state, the county was a big cotton and 
tobacco producing area at one time.  Many farmers 
were land rich and cash poor.  My family was in the 
newspaper business.  I’m the oldest of five siblings.   
 My first love in school was football.  I spent a lot 
of time in Scouting, attaining the rank of Eagle Scout.  
Scouting also introduced me to life guarding, which 
became my “summer job of choice” until I graduated 
from college.  I attended Clemson University in SC. I 
was in the last class to have to take 2 years of ROTC.  
Clemson was a land-grant school.  I ended up in 
AFROTC because my draft number, drawn when I was 
a sophomore, was 40.  I switched to English when I 
found out I didn’t like lab work.  Not knowing what I 
wanted to do with my life, and knowing I had to serve 
in the Air Force to avoid the draft, I figured that what-
ever I did, I’d have to use the language and I always 
enjoyed literature.  I graduated in December 1972 and 
was commissioned.   
 July 73:  Keesler AFB – Admin/Executive Officer 
Course.  August 73:  Travis AFB – Admin Officer, 60th 
ABG/CCQ.  November 74:  Travis AFB – Squadron 
Section Commander, 60 FMS.  August 77:  McGeorge 
School of Law, Sacramento, Funded Legal Education 
Program 
July 80:  Lowry AFB – LTTC/JA.  Asst SJA, Claims 
Officer.  June 82:  Lowry AFB – Area Defense Coun-
sel.  July 83:  Clark AB, RP – Circuit Defense Coun-
sel.  July 86:  Barksdale AFB – 8th AFB/JAM (Military 
Justice Division).  June 89:  Offutt AFB – 55 SRW/JA 
– deputy SJA 
August 90:  Fairchild AFB – SJA.  July 93:  Bolling 
AFB – 11th Wing/JA – Deputy SJA.  July 95:  Retired 
 I worked as the general counsel for Pacific Region, 
Federal Education Assoc. (an affiliate of the NEA) 
from June 95 until October 2001. 
I’ve been working as a sports official since February 
2002. 

MUSEUM PROGRESS 

By Merl Gorton 
 
This has been a year of progress for the Armed Forces 
and Aerospace Museum.  The paid membership has now 
grown to more than 500 in number and the number of 
contributors has now reached over 714.  Spokane 
County approved a grant of 50,000 dollars for opera-
tions costs and the State of Washington Legislature ap-
propriated 100,000 dollars towards the building con-
struction.  Avista Corporation pledged 50,000 dollars 
with an initial 10,000 dollar payment.  There was an ex-
cellent response to our matching funds letter.  . 
 
In the month of September on Saturday the 27th the Mu-
seum is sponsoring a major event at the XN Hanger at 
Geiger Field.  Many of you may have read in the paper 
about the restoration of the Boeing model 40d by Addi-
son and Pemberton of Spokane.  It is the only flying 
model of this plane built in the 1920s and was Boeings 
first commercial aircraft.   
 
Addison Pemberton is now flying those first mail routes 
in the United States and will fly to New York before re-
turning via San Francisco and finally returning to Spo-
kane. The event on the 27th will be from 6-9 PM and 
will have a 3 course dinner and wine tasting. The Gover-
nors husband will be an honored guest.  Many historical 
aircraft will be featured during the event.  The cost will 
be 100 dollars per person and dress will be Business 
causal.  Please call Merl Gorton if you would like to 
support this event and reserve a place.  
His number is 467-6138. 

Washington State Council of Chapters  
WSCOC will have a busy fall.  Its fall meeting will be on 3-4 October 
hosted by the Lewis and Clark Chapter in Richland, Washington.  A 
major item on the agenda will be selecting legislative veterans – 
retiree issues for the next session of the Washington State Legisla-
ture.  In addition there will be a national regional meeting of MOAA 
in Tahoe on 16-18 October.  Several members of the Spokane 
Chapter will be in attendance. 
 
I would like to encourage that when you renew your next automo-
bile license plate that you purchase the one that represents your 
service.  Eighteen dollars of the twenty eight dollar purchase price 
will be used to maintain the new cemetery.  It is planned to be com-
pleted by 1 June 2010.  Currently a Gold Star plate is being de-
signed.                                         Merl Gorton 

We Support Our Troops 
53 soldiers have the following wishes:  comfort snacks, 
cookies, Goldfish, powdered drinks (Kool Aid, Crystal 
Light, etc.)  Razors, non-aerosol shaving crème, sham-
poo, baby wipes, toothpaste and tooth brushes, feminine 
items, CARDS & LETTERS!   
Maggie Imle is now the chair for this project.  924-3848 



Spokane Chapter of MOAA  - Programs                                              7 September 2008 at the Coeur d’Alene Resort  

P O Box 466                                                                                              1230 - Social time, 1300 - meal service begins 

Veradale WA 9903                                                                       

 

We MUST receive reservations in the chapter mailbox NLT 30 August; no late reservations or walk-ins. 

Please reserve______ places for the Sunday, 7 September 2008 social; our meal selection is below. 
My check to “Spokane Chapter MOAA” in the amount of $________ is enclosed ($24 times # reservations) 
MENU: Certified Angus BEEF Pot Roast, mashed potatoes, vegetables  or CHICKEN Scaloppini, artichoke Hearts & mush-
rooms, Roasted Garlic-Marsala Sauce atop Tagliatelle Pasta Noodles. 
 

Name: ______________________________________ member/guest (circle one)  (BEEF  or  CHICKEN) (circle one)  
 

Name: ______________________________________ member/guest (circle one)  (BEEF  or  CHICKEN) (circle one) 
 
Name: ______________________________________ member/guest (circle one)  (BEEF  or  CHICKEN) (circle one)  
 

Name: ______________________________________ member/guest (circle one)  (BEEF  or  CHICKEN) (circle one) 
  

[  ] Please write in your phone number if you can provide a ride to the luncheon   __________________ 
[  ] Future Program suggestions (food, location, speakers, etc) _______________________________________ 

Now Hear This! 
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Directions Directions Directions Directions to the Coeur d’Alene Resort:  From I-90 – Exit 11, turn right on North West Blvd towards City Center. This will take 
you to the lake and the Coeur d’Alene Resort. You may park in the parking garage unless you have a tall vehicle. When you 
leave, tell the attendant that you were at the MOAA social. 
Please call with any questions:  Bob Imle @ (509) 701Bob Imle @ (509) 701Bob Imle @ (509) 701Bob Imle @ (509) 701----3342.3342.3342.3342.    

REMINDER: Bring something for the Raffle and something for our troops serving in harm’s way.     

Legislative Report 
By Chuck Latimer 
 
     The most current issues with which all our chapter 
members can help comes from the Senate “punting” on the 
FY2009 Defense Authorization Bill.  When the Congress 
went on Recess for August, the Senate had not agreed to 
bring up this all-important bill.  The authorization bill is the 
key vehicle for nearly all military personnel changes, and 
the Senate is scheduled to consider amendments to pre-
vent undue TRICARE increases, ease compensation pen-
alties for disabled retirees and military widows, plus up mili-
tary pay raises, and fix Reserve retirement inequities, 
among others. 
      But, it is hung up in the Senate because some senators 
won't agree to limit amendments to only defense-related 
issues. The single biggest issue is that some Republicans 
insist on being able to add amendments to expand oil-
drilling.  Congress is scheduled to adjourn by the start of 
October so legislators can go home to campaign for re-
election. That will leave only September for the Senate to 
resolve this debate, 
     So, what can you do to help?  Besides going on the 
MOAA website and generating emails to Senators Murray 
and Cantwell from Washington or Senators Craig and 
Crapo from Idaho -- you might call their local offices.  Tell 
the staffer that you want them to work to get the Defense 
Authorization Bill passed in September and to make sure 
that it includes the following issues.      

      First, support Senator Bill Nelson's (D-FL) proposed 
amendment that would end the SBP/DIC offset and make 
sure it is added to the final version of the National Defense 
Authorization Bill.  Without it, widows of sponsors who died 
of service-connected causes have nearly $1,100 a month 
deducted from their SBP annuities.  
      Second, vote for Senator Harry Reid’s concurrent re-
ceipt amendment to FY2009 Defense Authorization Bill. 
Congress needs to fully eliminate the law that makes hun-
dreds to thousands of disabled uniformed services retirees 
forfeit part or all of their earned military retired pay.   
     Third, support an amendment to the Defense bill by 
Senators Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) and Chuck Hagel (R-
NE) which will bar the Pentagon from imposing unfair in-
creases in TRICARE fees. Unless the Senate approves this 
amendment big fee hikes could happen later this year. 
      Fourth, vote for Senator Saxby Chambliss’ amendment 
to make retroactive to 9/11/01 the provision already in the 
Defense bill that reduces the reserve retirement age by 90 
days for every 90 days activated.  The dramatically in-
creased demands for Reserve service commitments should 
be matched by a more robust military retirement to partially 
offset the loss of civilian retirement accrual from multiple 
call-ups during a 20 year reserve career. 
     The senators local phone numbers can be found on 
page 3 of this news letter. 
     MOAA.ORG is the web site and you can sign up for leg-
islative updates there too. 
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Membership Chair/Committee  Clip and complete this form and send it to the 
Spokane Chapter of MOAA address to the left so we can update our roster.   
P O Box 466 Thank you. 
Veradale WA 99037 
 
Member name: _________________________________________ 
                                               (Please print clearly) 
[  ]   I would like to be added to the chapter e-mail list to receive important information in a timely manner. 
        My e-mail address is:  __________________________________________ 
                                                                    (Please print clearly) 
[  ]   My mailing address and/or phone number has changed to: 
        __________________________________        __________________________________ 

 [  ]   I will be temporarily away starting ___________ and returning _____________.  I  do   do not (circle one) 
       wish to receive the newsletter while I’m away.  If “do” please send it to: 

NEED a RIDE to the LUNCHEON MEETING? 
Idaho: 
Richard Oates  208-777-2671     Ralph Shrigley  208-623-2671 
Washington: 
Clif Collier  509-443-6490  Floyd Geiger  509-328-4483 
Chic Juber  509-926-9817 Chuck Latimer  509-326-2978 
Ed Parker  509-891-6380 Clinton Piper  509-747-9305 
Omak:  Jerry Zee   509-442-7735 

Chapter Recruiting Incentives 
1. If you recruit three new chapter members 

by 31 December, you will receive a free 
one-year extension on your chapter dues. 

2. If you recruit two more, you’ll also get a 
free ticket to a chapter luncheon. 


