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Chapter Wives & Widows Club 
2010 Meeting Dates 

 
2 MAR:  Vintages 
6 APR:  Chaps Coffee Co. & Good Eats 
4 MAY:  High Tea 
6 JUL:   Dockside, CDA Resort 
3 AUG:  Harvest House 
7 SEP:   Steam Plant Grill 
5 OCT:  Maggie’s South Hill Grill 
2 NOV:  Christ Kitchen 
7 DEC:  PF Chang’s China Bistro 

BRING SOMETHING TO THE  
 21 MARCH SOCIAL FOR  
 SUPPORT THE TROOPS 

 
2010 Chapter Socials 

21 MAR-  Northern Quest Casino 
25 APR - Mukogawa Ft. Wright      
   6 JUN - To be determined 
12   SEP -To be determined 
17  OCT - To be determined 
  5  DEC  - Mukogawa Ft Wright   

5 Star Chapter Presidentôs Message 
 By Ralph Shrigley 

 

It’s a New Year and a New Decade!  We have much to be thankful for, but many chal-
lenges remain. Our troops continue to serve with distinction far from home and in harm’s 
way. Combined with continuing economic pressures here at home, we must remain vigilant 
to protect the rights and benefits of our active, Reserve and National Guard forces and re-
tirees.  Spokane Chapter, MOAA must continue to speak as “One Mighty Voice.” 
 
The next social will be 21 March at Northern Quest Casino in Airway Heights.  The speaker 
will be Richard Cesler, Director, Washington State Veterans Cemetery in Medical Lake. 
Board member Beth Ann Daigre advises that you can still  sign up for the Ladies and Gen-
tlemen of the Washington State Veterans Cemetery.  Contact her  for details.  
 
Chief Recruiter Marilyn Hunt reports that the Spokane Chapter will receive $1,110 from 
MOAA National for our participation in the "Give Me Ten"  program.  Besides welcoming 
new chapter members, we can certainly put the money to good use.  Great job, Marilyn! 
 
Board 1st VP Merl Gorton has served the past two years as President of the MOAA Wash-
ington State Council of Chapters (WSCOC), which coordinates the Washington State legis-
lative program on behalf of all WA state MOAA chapters. During Merl’s tenure we have 
enjoyed several successes on behalf of current and former service members.  Even though 
he has turned over the WSCOC reins, Merl has not hung up his spurs.  He has been ap-
pointed to serve on the Governor’s Veterans Affairs Advisory Committee.  He’s the man to 
talk to if you have questions or something to say about Washington Veterans Affairs.  FYI, 
chapter treasurer Rufus Hoefer also serves as the WSCOC treasurer.    
 
We owe special thanks to Margaret Imle who handles our SUPPORT THE TROOPS pro-
gram.  Supported by Bob Imle, her husband and our Program Chair, Margaret was able to 
send off eight packages in time to be received by Christmas, plus two boxes of goodies for 
K-9 troops.  Cheer in any form is a welcome surprise when far from friends and family. 
 
A few Spokane Chapter members have forgotten to pay their 2010 chapter dues.  Call or 
email Clif Collier if you are uncertain about your status.  The benefits of membership, in-
cluding receipt of the chapter newsletter, depend on your membership being current! 



Our Hat Is Off to: 

 
Support The  Troops:  8 boxes (64.6 pounds) sent 12/09 to 546 per-
sonnel in Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, Iraq & the PI, + goodies to K-9 unit.  
Legislative Letters: 143 sent by Board in 2010 

Member  
Recruiters 

Chapter YTD 
2010 

Give Me 10 YTD 
2010 

Marilyn Hunt  1 

TOTALS 0 1 
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Now Hear This! 

We are a 5 Star Chapter proudly serving northeast Washington and north Idaho for 35 years! 

Widows and Wives Club 
By Beth Ann Daigre  

The Widows and Wives Club gets better each 

month. In fact, so much better that 

we‟ve decided to meet nearly every 

month instead of every other. We‟re 

meeting a real need for social contact 

and camaraderie.  We had a lovely 

luncheon at the Davenport Hotel Pea-

cock Room in December (where we 

also signed Christmas cards for 

troops serving in the war zones). In January we 

gathered at the MAX Restaurant at the Mirabeau 

Park Hotel, and February found 15 of us at 

Clinkerdaggers in the Flour Mill.  We signed some 

Valentines cards for a soldier friend of a member‟s 

daughter who is recovering at Walter Reed Army 

Medical Center.  You‟ll find great photos of us on 

the chapter website (www.spokanemoaa.org). 

 

On March 2nd we will meet at Vintages, 611 East 

30th Avenue.  If you plan to attend, please call 

Diane Gorton 467-6138.  We've phoned nearly all 

chapter widows and wives twice to say you‟re in-

vited to join our group, so we won‟t be making any 

more calls. Please join us. Our annual dues are 

$10.  If you join and give us your email address, 

you will receive a reminder each month.   

Spokane Chapter, MOAA  

2008 First Prize Winner  

 

Chapter Website &  

Best Legislative Coverage for 

Website  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 

William A. Crumpler, LCDR, USN (Ret.),  
Newport, WA 

Arthur Halverson, COL, USAF (Ret.) and wife Anne, 
Hayden Lake, ID 

Christopher Jose, LTC, U.S. Army (Ret.)  
and wife Karen, Spokane 

Kenneth D. Moore, LTC, USMC (Ret.)  
and wife Lois, Hayden, ID 

Isaac Olson, 2LT, USMC (active duty) 
San Clemente CA 

Randy Young, CW5, U.S. Army (Ret.)  
and wife Sue, Coeur d‟Alene ID 

 

Congratulations!  

MAJ Jeffrey Cashion, USAF & wife Elana:  
baby girl Anna Elissa  12/09 

 

TAPS 

LT Roxie M. Countryman, USNR (Ret.) (2/4/10) 
Penelope “Peg” Green, wife of COL Harry Green, 

MC, USAF (Ret.) (11/19/09) 
COL Robert E. Mullin, USAF (Ret.) 12/09 

COL Blanchard K. Watts, USAF (Ret.) (1/2/10) 

NEED a RIDE to a SOCIAL? 
Idaho: 
Richard Oates  208-777-2671      
Ralph Shrigley  208-623-2671 
Washington: 
Clif Collier  509-443-6490   
Floyd Geiger  509-328-4483 
Chuck Latimer  509-326-2978 
Ed Parker  509-891-6380  
Clinton Piper  509-747-9305 

Chapter Website Links: Chapter members who have a website can 
purchase a link to it on the chapter website. Cost is  $240 per year. Call 
Beth Ann Daigre at (509) 921-9581. 

An 8’ bronze statue of  LTC Gregory òPappyó Boyington, USMC is in  
progress. It will be placed at Pappy Boyington Field in Coeur d’Alene. 
For information on how to make a 501(c)(3) tax-deductible  donation, 
call (888) 664-6448 or go to www.boyingtonmemorial.com.  

WA State Armed Forces License Plates cost $40 for the initial pur-
chase and $30 for each yearly renewal. $28 of this amount is for the 
Veterans Stewardship Account, and $20 of this $28 will help pay oper-
ating costs of the new State Veterans Cemetery in Medical Lake. The 
other $8 will be used by the WA State Department of Veterans Affairs 
to support other veterans programs . The $28 is deductible from your 
federal income tax. Questions? Contact Merl Gorton (509) 467-6138. 



Now Hear This! 

          Page 3 

NOW HEAR THIS! Is published 6 times per year by the Spokane Chapter, Military Officers Association of America, P O 
Box 466, Veradale WA 99037.  Editor:  Marilyn Hunt  cinc@verizon.net, 208-773-1074.  Advertising limited to members/
spouses only.  No subject matter that would preclude non-profit mailing. 

NEW òWRINKLEó IN SBP/DIC 

OFFSET  

By Marilyn Hunt  

 

At chapter socials we routinely ask attendees to sign 
pre-printed letters on topics of interest to MOAA . One 
of them is the SBP/DIC offset. SBP is reduced dollar-
for-dollar by the DIC amount, which is currently about 
$1,000 per month. Since this topic has had a recent 
“wrinkle,” we've decided to publish an update.  
 
SBP and DIC are awarded for totally different rea-
sons. SBP is an annuity purchased by the military re-
tiree to ensure that their spouse will receive a certain 
percentage of their retired pay upon their death. Many 
retirees pay into SBP for 20 or 30 years or more.   
 
DIC (Dependency & Indemnity Compensation) is 
awarded as compensation for the loss of the military 
spouse due to a service connected illness or injury 
and to some widows whose husbands died on active 
duty. If the retired service member dies of a service 
connected illness or injury that is recognized by the 
VA, the surviving spouse is entitled to receive DIC.  
 
A 2004 law removed the DIC offset to SBP for widows 
who remarry after age 57, but the Department of De-
fense refused to interpret the law to this effect and 
continued the offset. Three members of Gold Star 
Wives of America brought suit against the govern-
ment, claiming there should be no offset. They won 
on August 26, 2009 in the U.S. Court of Appeals.  
 
DoD is now implementing the law and has begun pay-
ing concurrent SBP and DIC to those three military 
widows and others like them. That landmark decision 
affects a small percentage of DIC widows who remar-
ried at or after age 57, and they will receive thou-
sands of dollars in back payments. But it does not 
apply to those who have not remarried. Some of 
these widows wonder if they‟re being punished for not  
remarrying, and others are wondering if they should 
do so for monetary reasons.  
 
Although the number of widows affected is relatively 
small, this decision gives MOAA yet another equity 
argument to change the law for all remaining SBP/

DIC widows. It simply doesn‟t make sense to have 
two separate standards in the law, one that allows 
payment of full SBP and DIC for survivors who re-
marry after age 57 and another that forces a dollar-for
-dollar offset between the two benefits for all others. 
 
Please note: Qualifying survivors will be eligible to 
receive both payments in full, retroactive to January 
1, 2004 or the date of their remarriage, whichever is 
later. Payments will be reduced by the amount of any 
previous SBP premium refund and by the amount of 
any Special Survivor Indemnity Allowance payments 
the survivor may have received. Identical bills, S.535 
and H.R.755, have been introduced in Congress to 
eliminate the SBP/DIC offset. You can use the phone 
numbers and addresses on page 4 to ask your legis-
lators to support them.  

  

Joe Dion Sets the Record Straight  

By Marilyn Hunt  

 

On 29 January, a World Syndicate 

statement in the Coeur d‟Alene 

Press said that Yuri Gagarin broke 

the sound barrier with a cracked 

rib. This prompted chapter member 

Joe Dion to tell the Press the fol-

lowing: Captain Charles E. Yeager, USAF, was the 

first person to break the sound barrier at Edwards 

AFB, California, in a Bell X-1 rocket plane on Oct. 14, 

1947. And, yes, Capt Yeager had a broken rib, having 

fallen from a horse at the Happy Bottom riding club at 

“Poncho‟s Place” near Lancaster, California. Although 

very uncomfortable and swathed in tape, he pro-

ceeded with the flight. He used a short piece of broom 

handle to help reach various handles to seal the cock-

pit and later trip the mechanism releasing the X-1 

from the bomber at an altitude where he could start 

his run. Joe said, “‟Poncho‟s Place‟ was the favorite 

watering hole for the „rated‟ pilots (those with wings 

and halos)... Us peons (no wings or halos) confined 

our off-base revelry to the Red Barn in Lancaster.” 

World Syndicate sent the Press an apology giving 

credit to Chuck Yeager. Personally, I think Joe Dion 

has the makings of a Chapter Historian. 
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Now Hear This! 

President Ralph Shrigley, LTC, U.S. Army (Ret.)  

 

Our new Chapter President Ralph Shrigley was 

commissioned in Armor in 1968 from ROTC at 

Kent State University where he and his wife 

Trudy received their B.S. degrees. Following 

initial training and assignment to Ft. Hood, he 

was assigned to the 1st Infantry Division in 

RVN. He served as a Tank Platoon Leader for a couple months until 

wounded and evacuated to Japan. He then returned to RVN as a 

mechanized Infantry Platoon Leader and Company Executive Officer 

until coming to the U.S. in March 1970. His next assignment was Tank 

Battalion S-3 (Operations and Training) Officer at Ft. Hood, followed by 

transfer to the Military Intelligence Branch. Following Counterintelli-

gence Officer training, he served in a variety of intelligence assign-

ments in the U.S. and Germany. After selection for training as a For-

eign Area Officer in 1977, he  attended related schooling, including 

Armed Forces Staff College and Japanese Languages Studies (Trudy 

attended the Defense Language Institute with him), and this resulted in 

assignment as an Assistant Army Attaché in Tokyo from 1982-1985. 

Ralph's final assignment was in J-8, Organization of the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff. Along the way, he earned Master's Degrees in Public and Busi-

ness Administration, then retired in 1988. His second career was inter-

national corporate banking, relying heavily on his language skills. After 

that, he and Trudy lived on a sailboat for two years and cruised to 

Alaska, then spent two years traveling in a motor home and finally set-

tled into their log home in Spirit Lake, Idaho. They have two sons, one 

of whom is active duty Air Force and a member of our chapter.    

 

Board Member Eddylou òFredó Donovan, LtCol, USAF (Ret.) 

 

Newly elected chapter Board Member Fred Donovan 
grew up in Connell, WA and graduated from EWU, then 
worked in advertising for a year before marrying into the 
Air Force. Through a recruiter in Sacramento, she 
joined in November 1973 via Officers Training School. 
At Travis AFB she worked as a Contracting Officer and  
War Planner for five years in the airlift wing. For the 
next 3.5 years she served at Kadena AFB in Okinawa 

as a Logistics Planner in the tactical fighter wing and the SAC wing. 
From 1982-1985 she taught at the AFROTC Detachment, University of 
New Hampshire. At Osan AFB for two years she was the Chief of Lo-
gistics Plans for the tactical fighter wing. She next did a four-year 
headquarters tour at Randolph AFB in Texas and then retired in No-
vember 1993 from the reconnaissance wing at Beale AFB in California. 
She has lived in the Spokane area since 1994, and she faithfully 
served as our chapter Treasurer (for at least ten years) through 2009.  
 

 
Legislative Contacts 
 

Washington 
 
Senator Patty Murray 
United States Senate 
10 North Post St, Suite 600 
Spokane WA 99201 
509-624-9515    
Fax (509) 624-9561 
 
Senator Maria Cantwell 
United States Senate 
920 W. Riverside,  
Suite 697 
Spokane WA 99201  
509-353-2507    
Fax (509) 353-2547 
 
Representative Cathy  
McMorris Rodgers 
United States House of  
Representatives 
10 N. Post St, 6th floor 
Spokane WA 99201 
509-353-2374   
Fax 509-352-2412 
 

Idaho 
 
Senator Mike Crapo 
United States Senate 
610 W. Hubbard 
Suite 213 
Coeur d‟Alene ID 83814 
208-664-5490   
Fax (208) 664-0889 
 
Senator Jim Risch 
United States Senate 
610 W. Hubbard, Suite 121 
Coeur d‟Alene ID 83814 
208-667-6130   
Fax (208) 765-1743 
 
Representative Walt 
Minnick, United States 
House of Representatives 
1900 Northwest Blvd.  
Suite 106 
Coeur d‟Alene ID 83814 
208-667-0127   
Fax (208) 667-0310 
 
 



Spokane Chapter, MOAA                                                       21 March 2010 at the Northern Quest Casino  

P. O. Box 466                                                                            100 North Hayford Road, Airway Heights 

Veradale WA 99037                                                                 1230 Social time, 1330 served meal begins 

  

Please mail your reservation early; we must receive it by Friday, 12 March. No late reservations or walk-ins as meal 

preference must be ordered ï MENU CHOICES : CHICKEN PICATTA ïMarinated breast w/ lemon caper butter sauce on 

linguine, Portobello mushrooms, roma tomatoes & veggies  OR STEAK SINATRA ï Beef tips sautéed with Walla Walla 

sweet onions and hot house peppers, roasted mashed potatoes, brandy rosemary au Jus. BOTH come with garden salad, rolls, 

butter, dessert, and coffee, tea or soft drink.  PAY AS YOU GO BAR.    PRICE IS $24 for either entrée. 

 

Please reserve _____ places for the Sunday 21 March 2010 social at Northern Quest Casino My check made payable to 

ñSpokane Chapter MOAAò in the amount of $_____ is enclosed ($24 x  no. of reservations). Mail to chapter mailbox above. 

 

Name: ___________________________________________member/guest (CHICKEN or STEAK) (please circle)  

 

Name: ___________________________________________member/guest (CHICKEN or STEAK) (please circle) 

 

Name: ___________________________________________member/guest (CHICKEN or STEAK) (please circle)  

 

Name: ___________________________________________member/guest (CHICKEN or STEAK) (please circle) 

Phone number if you can provide a ride: _________________  Future Program Suggestion: ___________________________ 

Now Hear This! 
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Cut here^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Cut here^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^Cut here^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Cut here 
Directions to MOAA Social at Northern Quest Casino, 100 N. Hayford Road, Airway Heights: 

12:30 Sunday, 21 March 2010:  From I-90, exit 277 (Fairchild/airport exit), go 4 miles, turn right at first 
traffic light onto Hayford Road, go 2 miles, park in first casino parking lot on left. Transportation is by 
shuttle to casino front door. MOAA room is on the right; follow the signs.  
Questions? Call Bob Imle (509) 701-3342.    Please bring the following: 
1. 6 return address labels and 3 postage stamps PER PERSON for legislative letters 
2. Something for our troops serving in harmôs way (or, help with postage fees please) 

3. Something for the raffle if you would like to donate an item thatôs new or very gently used.  

 
Membership Chair/Committee EMAIL REQUEST, CHANGE OF ADDRESS or PHONE, or  
Spokane Chapter, MOAA TEMPORARILY AWAY: 
P.O. Box 466 Clip and complete this form and send it to the 
Veradale WA 99037                                address on the left so we can update our database.  Thank you. 
NOTE:  We do not send junk email or spam. Also, we do not give away, sell or trade your email address.  
 
Member name: ________________________________________________________________________ 
                                               (Please print clearly) 
[  ]   I would like to be added to the chapter email list. I specifically request to (check all that apply):  
 [  ]  Receive the chapter newsletter by email instead of U.S. Mail.   
 [  ]  Receive important information in a timely manner. 
 
[  ]   My email address is ________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                      (Please print clearly) 
[  ]   My mailing address, email address, and/or phone number has changed to: 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 [  ]   I will be temporarily away starting ___________ and returning _____________.  I  do / do not (circle one) 

       wish to receive the newsletter while I‟m away.  If “do” please send it to: 
      ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

        Signed: ______________________________ 



Spokane Chapter  

Military Officers Association of America 

P.O. BOX 466 

Veradale WA 99037 

 

WEõRE ON  THE  WEB! 
WWW.SPOKANEMOAA.ORG 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Permit No. 1221 
Spokane WA  

Chapter Speakers Bureau: If youôre willing to speak about your military experience,  call Chuck Latimer (509) 326-2978. 

Casualty Assistance Officer:   Bernie Fritz is the casu-

alty assistance officer for Fairchild AFB and the sur-

rounding area.  His office is now in Bldg. 240 at 7 W. 

Arnold St..  He can be reached at 509 -247 -4488.  If 

you leave a message, he will call you back.  

FAFB Retiree Activities Office  

 Bldg. 240, 7 W. Arnold St.,509 -247 -4029  

The Retired Affairs Office needs volunteers. Serving at the 

RAO is a perfect excuse to travel out to the base and visit 

the exchange/commissary at the same time. Call them!  

Rules for 2010 Give Me Ten MOAA Membership Program  

 

Current chapter members can convert their annual MOAA national membership to Life and receive a 10% dis-

count either by calling the MOAA Membership Service Center and saying they’re a member of the Spokane Chap-

ter, or by filling out the 2010 GMT Life Membership Form. MOAA will also credit you with the unused portion of 

your annual dues, and the chapter will give you a $20 rebate  if you convert to Life under the GMT program. 

Lapsed or new MOAA members can join MOAA national for $28 for two years (normal price $62). 

 These paying members can then get a $10 discount on chapter membership. Their discounted chapter 

 membership price is $5 for  one year or $30 for three. (Normal price is $15/one year or $40/three years). 

Active duty, Guard and Reserve can  have a free year of MOAA national membership. 

 These free members can also join the chapter at the discounted price: $5/one year or $30 for three. 

Contact Marilyn Hunt at (208) 773-1074 or cinc@verizon.net to get GMT forms or to have her fill them out for you. 

Your participation in Give Me Ten benefits the chapter because we will receive $20 for each paid GMT membership 

and $10 for each free one, and $20 for those who convert to Life, plus a $100 bonus for every 10 paid memberships. 


