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President's                           

 Piece 

By Marilyn Hunt 

       

We’re celebrating our 33rd anniversary on Sun-

day, 22 April at  Mukogawa Ft. Wright Institute 

(aka “Ft. Mukogawa”) —exactly 33 years to the 

day after our chapter was founded . Please 

come and join us in the festivities. We’ll have a 

wonderful meal and terrific guest speaker. One 

of our newer members, COL Barbara Jefts, Di-

rector of the 92nd Medical Group, will provide an 

update on Tricare. She may also bring some 

other Tricare experts who work at Fairchild. After 

the presentation, they will take your questions. 

We will also have a special ceremony to recog-

nize those who have passed away in the last 

year, and we’ll provide corsages to Auxiliary 

members in attendance.  

 

Isn’t our new website wonderful? What’s even 

more wonderful are the people who maintain it. 

That would be Beth Ann Daigre, her son Travis, 

and Walter Parker, son of Ed & Nancy Parker. 

One of the great things about the website is that 

you can download a luncheon reservation cou-

pon there if you lose this newsletter. Just do this:  

 

1. Go to www.spokanemoaa.org  

2. Click on Newsletter  

3. Scroll down to page 5, print it off, fill out the 

coupon and mail it along with your check to 

Spokane Chapter MOAA, P.O. Box 466, 

Veradale WA 99037.  

 

There will be a contest at the next social to see 

who can recite these instructions by heart.  

 

Susan Cairy, CASA Volunteer Coordinator for 

Spokane County, provided a magnificent pres-

entation at the March social. She was very 

knowledgeable, compassionate, and articulate. 

If you weren’t there, you missed out, and you 

also missed a tasty, delightful, family -style Chi-

nese lunch.   
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2007 CHAPTER CALENDAR  

  4 Mar— Cathay Inn, Spokane 

  22 Apr—Ft. Mukogawa, Spokane 

  19 Aug—Picnic: Robert & Margaret  

                 Imle’s  home, Spokane 

   9 Sep— Fairchild AFB; BGEN  

     Neal Sealock speaker 

   21 Oct—Coeur d’Alene Resort 

   2 Dec— Ft. Mukogawa 
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President 

Marilyn Hunt, CDR, USN 

208.773.1074 

cinc@verizon.net 

 

1st Vice President 

Merl Gorton, COL, Army 

509.467.6138 

 

2nd Vice President & 

Membership Chairman 

Clif Collier, LtCol 

USAF 509.443.6490 

ClifColl@aol.com 

 

Recording Secretary  

Barbara Wunderlich,  

LTC, Army 509.928.1593 

hwky8pepper@peoplepc.com 

 

Treasurer 

“Fred” Donovan, Lt Col 

USAF  509.922.4982     

 

Co-Chaplains 

Jack Dowers, LCDR, CHC, 

USN 208.667.6646 

majajack@msn.com 

 

Ann Hurst, Capt, NC 

USAF 509.326.2978 

 

Directors 

(2006) 

Robert Imle, LtCol, USAF 

509.924.3846 

 

Dick Oates,  LTC, USMC 

208.777.2671 

 

Jerry Zee, LT, USPHS 

509. 422.7735 

 

(2007) 

Chet Davis, LtCol, USAF 

208.772.3922 

 

Frank Potter, Colonel 

USAF 509. 924.9251 

 

Chuck Young, LtCol 

USAF  509.325.0906 

 

Auxiliary Liaison &  

Webmaster  

 Beth Ann Daigre 

509.921.9581 

bethannmadsen@msn.com 

 

IPP & Legislative  

Chuck Latimer, LtCol 

USAF 509.326.2978 

 

Program Chairman 

Robert Imle, LtCol USAF 

509.924.3846 

rmimle@netscape.com 

Reservation Deadline for  

Mukogawa  luncheon:  

Saturday, 14 April 2007 

 

NEED a RIDE to LUNCH?  

Idaho 

Richard Oates (208) 777-2671 

Ralph Shrigley (208) 623-2671 

 

Washington 

Clif Collier (509) 443-6490 

Floyd Geiger  (509) 328-4483 

Chic Juber (509) 926-9817  

Chuck Latimer (509) 326-2978 

Ed Parker (509) 891-6380 

Clinton Piper (509) 747-9305 

Jerry Zee, Omak, WA (509) 422-7735 

*************************** 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

(followed by recruiter name) 

Leonard Crosby, Capt, Army, and 

wife Mary, Post Falls ID (Marilyn Hunt) 

 

Debra Kontny, LTC, MC, USA, and 

husband David, Colbert WA (Marilyn 

Hunt) 

 

TAPS 

Charlotte Brown, AUX, 1/22/07 

JoAnne Duncan, wife of  COL Ken 

Duncan, USAF 2/16/07 

Janice Hamilton, AUX, 2/24/07 

COL Phyllis Johnson, USAF 1/10/07 

MAJ Edward Konek, Army, 1/31/07 

Miya Koyama, AUX, 2/22/07 

Vera Ladd, wife of LTC Dean Ladd, 

USMC, 1/29/07 
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Passing of Louise Welch 

 

We are very sad to report that  

Louise Welch passed away on 

25 February.  She was the wife 

of the late COL Bill Welch, 

USAF. For over ten years, she 

helped Bill to maintain all the 

chapter records. We had over 

600 members back then, and 

Louise kept track of all of them 

by hand. She also functioned as 

the chapter Historian and had 

several scrapbooks of activities. 

We are deeply indebted to her 

for helping to preserve our 

chapter and make it grow.  May 

she rest in peace.  

 

Give Me Ten 2007 

By Marilyn Hunt 

 

Give Me Ten is not simply about 

getting members for MOAA. It’s 

about  protecting our benefits. If 

we want MOAA to have suffi-

cient clout to successfully lobby 

Congress, we have to grow.  

 

If each of you could bring in one 

new member, I could sleep eas-

ier at night. Active duty, Guard 

and Reserve get one year of 

free MOAA membership under 

Give Me Ten. If you have a 

friend or relative in that cate-

gory, this will be easy for you. 

Other Regular members are 

$17 for two years (the price is 

actually $27 for two years, but 

the chapter will pay the first 

$10).  Auxiliary members are 

$14($24-10).  Please note: the 

rules have changed and, unlike 

last year, you cannot renew 

your membership under Give 

Me Ten 2007.  

We’ll need a new chapter presi-

dent next year, and anyone who 

does not recruit one new member 

for Give Me Ten will be a candi-

date for the position.  

 

You can download Give Me Ten 

membership application forms 

at www.moaa.org/givemeten. 

Click on Recruiting Materials, 

then either the Paid or Free 

Membership Recruiting Form. 

Or call MOAA at (800) 234 -

6622 and they will send you 

some. Or call any board mem-

ber and they’ll make sure you 

get  what you need.  

 

You must  send all paid forms to 

the chapter first so we can at-

tach a $10 check and send eve-

rything on to MOAA. We’ll also 

pay $20 for anyone who gets a 

Life membership.  

 

Considering the attitude of Con-

gress toward the military and 

national defense right now, it 

will be tough to just keep the 

benefits we’ve already got.  

 

Give Me Ten is not a frivolous 

program. MOAA has set for the 

following goals for 2007, and 

every member who wants to 

see them happen needs to re-

cruit one new member for 

MOAA. It’s  a lot less painful to 

recruit new members than to 

write checks for things like in-

surance and SBP premiums.   

 

1. Keep Tricare premiums low  

2. End the deduction of VA 

disability pay from earned re-

tired pay  

3. Implement 30 -year paid -up 

SBP coverage  

4. Increase annuities for survi-

vors of service members  

5. Get a tax deduction for 

health, dental and long -term 

care premiums.  

 

 

Of all the things I ever lost, I 

think I miss my mind the most. 

 

 

2007 Chapter Scoreboard 

 

This scoreboard  lets you know why we 

expect to again be a 5 Star Chapter  

 

Recruited New Chapter Members 

 in 2007 

Fred Donovan (1) 

Marilyn Hunt   (2) 

Frank Potter    (2) 

 

 Luncheon attendees:  

 Mar - 72 

 

 Legislative Letters Signed at   

Luncheons: 

 Mar - 179 

 

 Legislative Letters Sent by 

Board:  

 Jan—33 

 Feb—36 

 Mar  - 30 

 

 Raffle donations:  

 Mar  - $210 

 

2007 MOAA  

“Give Me 10” Recruits 

 

Marilyn Hunt’s GMT Recruits: 

 Capt Leonard Crosby, Army 

 LTC Debra Kontny, MC, USA 

 

NOW HEAR THIS! is published at least 6 times per year by the Spokane Chapter of the Military Officers Association of 

America, P.O. Box 466, Veradale WA 99037  Editor:  Marilyn Hunt, (208) 773-1074.—voice and fax  Articles or suggestions 

can be submitted by mail  (to Chapter PO Box, fax or email to cinc@verizon.net). Advertising limited to members/spouses 

only.  No subject matter that would preclude non -profit mailing.   
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THE STARS AND STRIPES 

Francis H. Potter, Col. USAF (Ret.) 

 

 To nearly everyone who has 

worn the uniform or supported 

our troops, these title words 

have a special meaning. We 

know them as an informational 

newspaper put out for the edu-

cation and enjoyment  of the 

armed forces. It follows our mili-

tary all over the world. Many of 

us  remember with nostalgia 

reading it word for word while in 

Europe, in Japan, and on many 

of the islands of the great Pa-

cific Ocean - Guam, Saipan, 

Okinawa and Hawaii,  to name 

a few.  

 

 And it wasn’t just for the 

“grunts.” General Eisenhower 

had the current copy delivered 

to his headquarters daily. Gen. 

Pershing, a reader during World 

War1, said “no official control 

was to ever be exercised over 

the matters which went into the 

Stars and Stripes.” During 

World War II, General Marshall 

summed up his comments 

thusly: “It always was entirely 

for and by the soldier. This pol-

icy is to continue governing the 

conduct of this publication.”  

 

That is all well and good, but 

how many know the history of 

this wonderful paper that is still 

read around the world? During 

my WWII duties, I thought it was 

a paper  put out just for my Pa-

cific area, and I’m sure others 

thought the same. However, I 

recently ran across a history of 

the paper and found it interest-

ing. Perhaps you will too.  

 

 The Stars and Stripes origi-

nated during the Civil War. On 

Nov. 8, 1862 Col. Richard 

James Oglesbuy was com-

mander of the 8th Illinois regi-

ment that captured Bloomfield, 

Missouri. In his regiment were 

ten printers and newsmen who 

soon discovered the undam-

aged and abandoned newspa-

per building, so they used the 

captured newspaper plant to 

print a one -page newspaper for 

their outfit.  They named it The 

Stars and Stripes. This was the 

beginning.  

 

 The next that we hear of it was 

during WWI. That first edition 

appeared on Feb. 8, 1918 in 

Paris. It was printed weekly by 

an all military staff to serve the 

expeditionary force under Gen. 

Pershing. After that war ended, 

the paper went into “retirement” 

and was not published again 

until WWII began. It was reborn 

Apr. 18,1942 as a four -page 

paper  produced in a small shop 

in London. It sold for two pence 

(about a nickel). The paper 

soon grew into an eight -page 

edition. At one time there were 

25 locations publishing the pa-

per in Europe, North Africa and 

the Middle East.  

 

 On Apr 5, 1945, as WWII 

ended, the paper’s office was 

moved to Germany and was 

first published in the town of 

Pfungstadt. Later it changed 

locations several times. The Ha-

waiian edition began on May 

8,1945 and was the forerunner 

of the Pacific Stars and Stripes. 

The paper distributed approxi-

mately 80,000 copies in the Pa-

cific and Europe combined, 363 

days each year.   

 

 It was available during the early 

‘90s for Operations Desert 

Shield, Desert Storm, and Pro-

vide Comfort. In 1995, 12,000 

copies were delivered to Bos-

nia.  

 

Today both the European and 

Pacific daily editions are pub-

lished in Washington, D.C. and 

transmitted by satellite and the 

Internet to print sites in Ger-

many, Italy, Great Britain, Ja-

pan, Okinawa and South Korea.  

 

So there you have an abbrevi-

ated history of this old friend, a 

news source many have en-

joyed.   We wish it continued 

success.   

 

 

 

The Binnacle List is a Navy term for 

those on the sick list.  Our Star Re-

cruiter, board member and author of 

the above article, Frank Potter, was 

placed on the chapter binnacle list due 

to surgery on 21 March for an intestinal 

blockage. We’re happy to report that 

the surgery was a success. Please get 

well fast, Frank, because we can’t af-

ford to do without you. The Give Me 

Ten program is underway and you’re 

sorely needed! 

 

How To Stay Married 

 

A couple was celebrating their 

50th wedding anniversary and a 

reporter asked the husband the 

secret to staying married so 

long.  

 

The husband replied that, when 

he and his wife were first mar-

ried, they made an agreement 

that he would go for a walk if 

they had a disagreement. “So,” 

he said, “I’ve lived a largely out-

door life.”  

OFFICERS CALL 
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 DIC – VSO –  

SERVICE CONNECTION 

By Robert Hunt, Past Idaho 

State DAV Commander 

 

The surviving spouse of a veteran 

who was in receipt of disability 

compensation for a service con-

nected disability at the time of 

death will find this article to be of 

great importance. Knowledge ap-

plied will in many cases mean 

the difference between 1) the 

surviving spouse living in re-

duced circumstances or poverty, 

and 2) drawing DIC and having 

access to excellent health care.  

 

DIC is Dependency and Indemnity 

Compensation. It shall be paid to a 

surviving spouse upon the death of 

a veteran whose death is service 

connected. For example, if the vet-

eran has a service -connected dis-

ability for a heart condition and dies 

of a heart attack, then the surviving 

spouse is eligible for a monthly DIC 

payment. The current amount of 

this payment is $1,067.00 per 

month tax-free, with annual in-

creases set  by Congress. 

 

All this seems pretty straight for-

ward. However, here’s another ex-

ample: a veteran who served in 

Vietnam and was receiving disabil-

ity compensation for Adult Type II 

Diabetes. The residuals of diabetes 

include such items as vision diffi-

culties, heart problems, amputa-

tions, loss of feeling, etc. Or the 

cause of death could be a compli-

cation from an amputation, but 

listed on the death certificate as 

something related to the operation. 

In such cases, the death certificate 

might be written in such a way that 

it is not clear to the VA that the vet-

eran died of diabetes.  

 

This is where an immediate consul-

tation with a VSO (Veteran Service 

Officer) will assist the surviving 

spouse in resolving many issues 

before they become complicated. A 

VSO can guide the spouse in work-

ing with the doctor to prepare the 

death certificate in such a manner 

that it allows the VA to make eligi-

bility decisions rapidly and accu-

rately. Spouses of veterans who 

die of service -connected disabilities 

are also eligible for increased burial 

allowance, ChampVA Health Care 

and access to Armed Forces Ex-

change and Commissary Services.  

 

There is one case where the vet-

eran need not die from a service -

connected disability. When the 

veteran has been 100% disabled 

for ten or more years, the surviv-

ing spouse shall be entitled to 

DIC, regardless of whether the 

death was from the service-

connected disability or not.  

 

The DIC benefit payment in-

creases by $228.00 per month if 

the service member was in receipt 

of or entitled to receive compensa-

tion for a service -connected disabil-

ity rated totally disabling (including 

a rating based on individual unem-

ployability) for a continuous period 

of at least eight years immediately 

preceding death and the surviving 

spouse was married to the veteran 

for those same eight years.  

 

Remarriage of a surviving 

spouse after age 57 shall not bar 

the payment of DIC. 

 

While DIC is a relatively simple 

subject, we have not covered all 

the rules and benefits relating to it. 

Visiting a VSO ahead of time or 

accessing the VA on the web is an 

excellent idea. The website for  

Military.com (www.military.com) 

has an excellent DIC page.  

 

A simple subject like DIC, depend-

ing on the age and date of the ser-

vice of the service member, has 

numerous public laws that bear on 

the eligibility of the surviving 

spouse and that is why a VSO 

should be a first stop of the surviv-

ing spouse. Making critical applica-

tions to the VA while reeling from 

the loss of a spouse is difficult at 

best and a disaster at worst. Nego-

tiating the ins and outs of the De-

partment of Veterans Affairs with-

out a VSO is like being your own 

lawyer in a court proceeding. All 

VSO’s are not alike; they vary 

widely in knowledge, experience 

and training . Most every Chapter 

and Post of the Disabled American 

Veterans, American Legion, Veter-

ans of Foreign Wars and other vet-

erans organizations have volunteer 

VSO’S.  Some are very good and 

well trained. In Idaho, five counties 

have full -time paid county VSO’S. 

Most of these have advanced certi-

fication and computer access to 

veterans records. This makes eve-

rything faster and more accurate. 

Spokane County employs VSO’s 

also. At the Spokane VAMC, in 

Bldg. 6A, are two employees of the 

Washington Department of Veter-

ans Affairs. They are contract em-

ployees trained by the American 

Legion. In the same building is a 

Department of Washington Dis-

abled American Veterans VSO. 

Kootenai County has two full -time 

VSO’s in Post Falls.  

 

Idaho residents will have their 

claims sent to the VA Regional Of-

fice in Boise and Washington resi-

dents will have their claims sent to 

the VA Regional Office in Seattle.  

 

North Idaho VSO’s  

Bonner County (208) 265-1435 

Kootenai County  (208) 446-1092 

Shoshone County (208) 752-8601 

 

Spokane VSO’s:  

Spokane County  (509) 477-3690 

American Legion  (509) 434-7750  

 

National Numbers 

DAV www.dav.org or (509) 434-7746  

VA  www.va.gov or (800) 434-7000 

ChampVA 1-800-733-8387  

Headstones/Markers 1-800-697-6947 
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22 April 2007 

Anniversary Luncheon 

Ft. Mukogawa 

Spokane, WA 

 

Lunch Reservation 

 Procedure  

 

We must receive your reserva-

tion by Saturday, 14 April 

2007.   Send it to P.O. Box 466, 

Veradale WA 99037.  

 

WHAT:  Luncheon  

WHERE: Mukogawa Ft. Wright 

Spokane  

WHEN: Sunday, 22 April  

TIME: Gather 12:45, dine 1:15  

COST:  $13 per person  

DEADLINE:  Saturday, 14 April  

MENU 

 

Roasted sliced ham 

Southern fried chicken 

Mashed potatoes & gravy 

Baked sweet potatoes  

Green beans almondine 

Green salad 

Pistachio nut salad 

Fresh fruit medley 

Rolls and butter 

Cherry chocolate torte 

 

Speaker 

COL Barbara Jefts, USAF,  

Director, 92nd Medical Group, 

Fairchild AFB 

 

Colonel Jefts, and perhaps some of 

her colleagues, will provide an infor-

mative  Tricare update. They will 

also take questions from the audi-

ence. 

Directions to Mukogawa Ft. 

Wright (aka “Ft. Mukogawa”): 

 

From I-90: Take the Maple Street exit 

and go north to 2nd St. Turn left (west) 

and follow it to where it becomes Sun-

set Blvd. Now this is the tricky part. Stay 

on Sunset Blvd. (do not go down on the 

street that veers off to the left) and fol-

low Sunset to Government Way. Turn 

right and follow it to Ft. George Wright 

Drive. Turn right at the light and go to 

Randolph Rd. Turn left and follow it to 

the “roundabout” at the end. The Com-

mons will be on the right of the round-

about and parking is immediately adja-

cent. Come in the door on the right side 

of the building. 

 

BRING A GUEST  

Invite a fellow member, friend, relative 

or someone who is eligible to join.  We 

love company and we don’t bite. 

 

Spokane Chapter of MOAA    22 April 2007, Mukogawa Ft. Wright, Spokane WA 

P.O. Box 466      12:45 p.m. social period begins 

Veradale WA 99037     1:15 approximate eating time 

    Come Celebrate Our Chapter’s 33rd Anniversary  

Please mail your reservation so we receive it no later than Saturday, 14 April. Mukogawa will not accept late res-

ervations or walk-ins.  

 

Please reserve ___ places for the Sunday, 22 April at Mukogawa Ft. Wright  in Spokane.  

The cost is $13  per person. My check in the amount of $_______ is enclosed. 

Please make check out to “Spokane Chapter, MOAA” and mail to chapter mailbox (P.O. Box 466, Veradale WA 99037). 

 

Name: ________________________  Guest:  _______________________      Guest:  ________________________     

(If more guests, please write in) 

 

1. [  ] Please check here if you can provide a ride to the luncheon 

2. [  ] I would like to be added to the chapter group email list so I can receive important information in a timely manner.     

 My email address is _________________________________________(please print very clearly). 

3. [  ] My mailing address and/or phone has changed. My new address and/or phone are (please print clearly):  

      ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.   [  ] Future Program suggestion (food, location, speaker etc.): _____________________________________________ 

5. [  ] I will be temporarily away from ________ to _________. I want to receive the newsletter while I’m away. Please 

send it to this address: ___________________________________________________________________________. 

 If you are not attending the luncheon but have an address change, correction, suggestion, or will be temporarily away, 

please use this form and mail it to: Spokane Chapter MOAA, P.O. Box 466, Veradale WA 99037.  




