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President's                           

 Piece 

By Marilyn Hunt 

  

5 Star Chapter! We did it again!  We’re a 5 Star 

Chapter for the second consecutive year! 

Congratulations and appreciation to all our 

chapter members who helped to make this 

possible. Our legislative efforts, recruiting and 

community service heavily influenced MOAA’s 

decision to recognize us as having achieved the 

highest level of excellence. BRAVO ZULU!  

      

On 9 September, BGEN Neal Sealock will re-

gale us with the thrilling story of his involvement 

in the April 2001 EP3 Orion crisis when he 

helped to negotiate the release of Navy person-

nel held captive by the Chinese. This is a social 

you won’t want to miss, and it will be held at 

Club Fairchild. Please bring stamps and re-

turn address labels to affix to legislative let-

ters. One could make a day of it by shopping at 

the exchange and commissary beforehand. That 

weekend is the USAF 60th anniversary and Fair-

child’s 40th, so it might not be easy to get a 

room at the VOQ if that had crossed your mind.  

 

Newsletter Editor. We have 486 members and 

13 of them serve on the Board. With that many 

members, there must be one creative person 

who would love to be our next newsletter editor 

starting Jan 2008. This is an important job that 

could fill someone’s need to serve the chapter 

and have fun at the same time. If you’re inter-

ested, call Marilyn Hunt or Merl Gorton.  

 

Bylaw Changes have been approved  which 

make the Auxiliary Liaison a voting member of 

the board, and specify that this person shall be 

an Auxiliary member of the chapter in good 

standing. Like all board members, this person 

shall receive no compensation. This change will 

need to be adopted by those attending the Sep-

tember social.  

Social at the Coeur d’Alene Resort will be on 21 Octo-

ber, not the 28th.  Mark your calendar! 
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2007 CHAPTER CALENDAR  

  4 Mar— Cathay Inn, Spokane 

  22 Apr—Ft. Mukogawa, Spokane 

  19 Aug—Picnic: Robert & Margaret  

                 Imle’s  home, Spokane 

   9 Sep— Fairchild AFB; BGEN  

     Neal Sealock speaker 

   21 Oct—Coeur d’Alene Resort 

   2 Dec— Ft. Mukogawa 

 

2008 Social Dates 

(Locations to be determined, but go 

ahead and mark your calendar) 

  6 April 

18 May 

22 June 

  7 Sep 

19 Oct 

 7 Dec 

    

Now Hear This! 

 

President 

Marilyn Hunt, CDR, USN 

208.773.1074 

cinc@verizon.net 

 

1st Vice President 

Merl Gorton, COL, Army 

509.467.6138 

 

2nd Vice President & 

Membership Chairman 

Clif Collier, LtCol 

USAF 509.443.6490 

ClifColl@msn.com 

 

Recording Secretary  

Barbara Wunderlich,  

LTC, Army 509.928.1593 

hwky8pepper@peoplepc.com  

 

Treasurer 

“Fred” Donovan, Lt Col 

USAF  509.922.4982     

 

Co-Chaplains 

Jack Dowers, LCDR, CHC, 

USN 208.667.6646 

majajack@msn.com 

 

Ann Hurst, Capt, NC 

USAF 509.326.2978 

 

Directors 

(2006) 

Robert Imle, LtCol, USAF 

509.924.3846 

 

Dick Oates,  LTC, USMC 

208.777.2671 

 

Jerry Zee, LT, USPHS 

509. 422.7735 

 

(2007) 

Chet Davis, LtCol, USAF 

208.772.3922 

 

Frank Potter, Colonel 

USAF 509. 924.9251 

 

Chuck Young, LtCol 

USAF  509.325.0906 

 

Auxiliary Liaison &  

Webmaster  

 Beth Ann Daigre 

509.921.9581 

bethannmadsen@msn.com 

 

IPP & Legislative  

Chuck Latimer, LtCol 

USAF 509.326.2978 

 

Program Chairman 

Robert Imle, LtCol USAF 

509.924.3846 

rmimle@netscape.com 

Reservation Deadline for  

Luncheon at Club Fairchild  

Saturday, 1 September 2007 

 

Chapter Website 

www.spokanemoaa.org  

 

NEED a RIDE to LUNCH?  

Idaho 

Richard Oates (208) 777-2671 

Ralph Shrigley (208) 623-2671 

 

Washington 

Clif Collier (509) 443-6490 

Floyd Geiger  (509) 328-4483 

Chic Juber (509) 926-9817  

Chuck Latimer (509) 326-2978 

Ed Parker (509) 891-6380 

Clinton Piper (509) 747-9305 

Jerry Zee, Omak, WA (509) 422-7735 

*************************** 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

(followed by recruiter name) 

Sue Christensen, LtCol, USAF, NC, 

Spokane (Welcome back to Sue who 

has moved back from AZ and rejoined 

the chapter) 
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 Give Me Ten (GMT) 2007 

By Marilyn Hunt 

 

We now have 15 recruits for 

MOAA (names are on the far 

right). Our goal is 50 by 12/31, 

so we need to get hot!  

 

Who’s eligible:  

 Currently serving active 

duty, National Guard and Re-

serve members  

 Lapsed members  

 Non-members  

 Chapter members who do 

not belong to MOAA national.  

 

Active duty members get a free 

membership (this includes 

Guard and Reserve). Others 

are $17 for two years (because 

the chapter pays the first $10 of 

the $27) and Auxiliary members 

are $14 ($24 -10).   

 

Contact Marilyn Hunt to get a 

GMT application, or download 

one from the MOAA website 

(www.moaa.org/givemeten), fill 

it out and send it to the chapter 

post office box.  We’ll attach a 

$10 check for paying applicants 

and send everything to MOAA.  

 

Chapter applications are at 

www.spokanemoaa.org (or call 

Marilyn Hunt or Clif Collier).  

 

2007 Chapter Scoreboard 

 

This scoreboard  lets you know why we 

expect to again be a 5 Star Chapter  

 

Recruited New Chapter Members 

 in 2007 

 

Fred Donovan (1) 

Marilyn Hunt   (5) 

Frank Potter    (2) 

Chet Davis (1) 

 

 Luncheon attendees:  

 Mar—72 

 Apr—86 

 Aug—49 

 

 Raffle Donations 

 Mar—$210 

 Apr—$225 

 

 Legislative Letters Signed at   

Luncheons: 

 Mar—79 

 Apr—231 

 

 Legislative Letters Sent by 

Board:  

 Jan—33 

 Feb—36 

 Mar—30 

 Apr—39 

 Jul—33 

 Aug—15 

 

“Give Me 10” Recruits 

Chet Davis’ GMT Recruits: 

 2LT William Stookey, Army Air 

Corps 

 

Fred Donovan’s GMT Recruits 

 Capt Bart Sarat, USAF 

 

Merl Gorton’s GMT Recruits 

 COL Mary Forbes, ARNG 

 

Marilyn Hunt’s GMT Recruits: 

 Capt Leonard Crosby, Army 

 LTC Debra Kontny, MC, USA 

 MAJ Dominic Martin, USAF 

 Capt. Eric Martiin, USAF 

 LtCol Spencer Greendyke, 

USAF, MC 

 LtCol Darrell Landreaux, USAF 

 Capt. Bryan Phelps, Army, NC 

Dick Oates’ GMT Recruits 

 CDR Cole Kupec, USN 

 ENS Karl Mitchener, USN 

 

Jerry Zee’s GMT Recruits 

 LT John Lester, USPHS 

 

Converted to Life GMT’s: 

 MAJ David Gillespie, USAF 

 Beth Ann Daigre, Auxiliary 

 

Legislative Contacts 

Washington 

The Honorable Maria Cantwell  

United States Senate  

511 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg.  

Washington DC 20510-4705 

(202) 224-3441 

 

The Honorable Patty Murray  

United States Senate  

173 Russell Senate Office Bldg.  

Washington DC 20510-4704 

(202) 224-2621 

 

The Honorable Cathy McMorris -

Rodgers 

House of Representatives  

1708 Longworth House Office 

Bldg. 

Washington DC 20515-4705 

(202) 225-2006 

Idaho 

The Honorable Larry Craig  

United States Senate  

520 Hart Senate Office Bldg.  

Washington DC 20510-1203 

(202) 224-2752 

 

The Honorable Mike Crapo  

United States Senate  

239 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg.  

Washington DC 20510-1205 

(202) 224-6142 

 

The Honorable Bill Sali  

U.S. House of Representatives  

508 Cannon Office Bldg.  

Washington DC 20515-1201 

(202) 225-6511 

NOW HEAR THIS! is published at least 6 times per year by the Spokane Chapter of the Military Officers Association of 

America, P.O. Box 466, Veradale WA 99037  Editor:  Marilyn Hunt, (208) 773-1074.—voice and fax  Articles or suggestions 

can be submitted by mail  (to Chapter PO Box, fax or email to cinc@verizon.net). Advertising limited to members/spouses 

only.  No subject matter that would preclude non -profit mailing.   
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Legislative Report 

By Marilyn Hunt 

 

The Affiliate 

The Affiliate is a 4 -page MOAA 

publication that is sent each 

month to the officials of MOAA’s 

36 councils, 409 chapters, and 

the board of directors. What fol-

lows is the content of an August 

2007 article by Guest Columnist 

Carolyn Epling, Co -Chair, 

MOAA Auxiliary Member Advi-

sory Committee.  

 

It concerns the fact that surviv-

ing spouses of certain disabled 

veterans are entitled to Depend-

ents Indemnity Compensation 

(DIC). For these survivors, their 

SBP is reduced dollar -for-dollar 

by the amount of DIC also being 

received.  I find this to be outra-

geous and since my husband is 

the past Idaho State Com-

mander of the Disabled Ameri-

can Veterans, I am very familiar 

with this issue. In most cases, 

these surviving spouses have 

spent decades caring for their 

disabled veterans, and their 

reward is to lose over $1000 

of income per month upon 

the death of the veteran. This 

is the United States of Amer-

ica and this should not be 

happening! 

 

REQUESTED ACTION:  

1. Please read Carolyn’s arti-

cle, and then be so kind as 

to copy the letter on the 

back of this page and mail 

it to your legislators. Their 

addresses are on page 2.  

2. If you take this action, you 

will be helping thousands of 

surviving military spouses to 

improve their standard of 

living.  

It is unconscionable for surviv-

ing spouses  of disabled veter-

ans to be penalized in this way.   

 

Auxiliary Corner  

by Carolyn Epling 

 

“Many of MOAA's 64,000 auxil-

iary members have benefited 

from legislation that phased out 

the Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) 

age-62 benefit reduction - also 

known as the Social Security 

offset. Next year, all surviving 

spouses entitled to SBP will re-

ceive the full 55 -percent benefit. 

It took years of lobbying by 

MOAA and The Military Coali-

tion to make this happen, but I 

really believe that the scales 

finally started to tip in our favor 

when auxiliary members began 

telling their personal stories to 

legislators about how this very 

unjust inequity affected their 

lives.  

 

“Eventually, Congress agreed 

and passed legislation to end 

the age -62 offset. But there is a 

very significant SBP inequity 

remaining. Survivors entitled to 

both SBP and Dependency and 

Indemnity Compensation (DIC) 

continue to lose as much as 

$1,067 in income every month 

as their SBP (in many cases 

paid for by their spouses 

through SBP premiums) is re-

duced - dollar for dollar - by the 

amount of DIC also being re-

ceived. As a result, many survi-

vors lose all of their SBP or re-

ceive only a small amount of 

their SBP benefit. Ending this 

offset would help 61,000 military 

survivors receive the benefits 

they are entitled to.  

 

 

“The average age of an MOAA 

auxiliary members is older than 

80. That means many of us no 

longer drive and certainly never 

have learned to operate a com-

puter. However, most of us can 

manage the telephone to make 

calls on a regular basis to the 

local offices of our elected 

senators and representatives. 

And we can write. The point 

here is that we must each play 

a role, based on our individual 

circumstances and abilities, to 

add our support to MOAA's One 

Powerful Voice®. If you aren't 

entitled to both SBP and DIC, 

please don't dismiss this. The 

right thing to do is join hands to 

help those survivors living with 

this inequity.  

 

“I often have heard the com-

ment that MOAA's Government 

Relations Department takes 

care of the lobbying. They, in-

deed, do a remarkable job, but 

when they visit members of 

Congress they can do little 

when told, ‘Very few of my con-

stituents have contacted me 

about this. I don't think they 

care about this legislation.’ We 

need to make our views known. 

The members of the Auxiliary 

Member Advisory Committee 

urge each of you to join them in 

supporting the current effort to 

eliminate the SBP-DIC offset. 

The bills that need your sup-

port are S. 935 (sponsored by 

Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Fla.) and 

two bills in the House - H.R. 

1927 (sponsored by Rep. 

Solomon Ortiz, D-Texas) and 

H.R. 1589 (sponsored by Rep. 

Henry Brown, R-S.C.). Contact 

your legislators now and tell 

them you expect their support. ” 

 



Now Hear This! 4 

       

 

 

 

Please see letter to legislators 

regarding SBP/DIC offset which 

follows this newsletter. Please 

print off three copies and mail 

them to your legislators who are 

listed on page 2.  

 

Doing this will help to improve 

the financial well -being of cer-

tain widows of military retired 

personnel who had a VA dis-

ability rating.  

 

If you’ve always wished you 

could do more to help MOAA 

national achieve its goals, this is 

one way you can do that.  

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 
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9 September 2007 

Club Fairchild 

BGEN Neal Sealock 

EP3 Orion Crisis 

Hostage Negotiation 

 

Lunch Reservation 

 Procedure  

We need to receive your reser-

vation by Saturday, 1 Septem-

ber 2007.   Send it to P.O. Box 

466, Veradale WA 99037.  

 

WHAT:  Luncheon  

WHERE: Club Fairchild  

WHEN: Sunday, 9 September  

TIME: Gather 12:45 p.m.  

COST:  $14 per person  

DEADLINE:  Saturday, 1 Sep.

 

 

MENU 

Chicken Fried Steak  or 

Chicken Supreme,   

Roasted red potatoes  

Green beans w/almonds  

Steamed fresh vegetables  

Dessert 

 

Directions to Club Fairchild: 

I-90 to Exit  277, follow High-

way 2 to Fairchild main gate.   

Phone: (509) 244 -3622 

 

A list of those coming will be 

at the FAFB main gate to allow 

entry, so anyone without a ve-

hicle decal or ID card will have 

no trouble getting on the 

base.  

BRING A GUEST  

Invite a fellow member, friend or 

relative.  This is a program that 

many people will enjoy.  

PROGRAM 

Chapter member BGEN Neal 

Sealock, U. S. Army (Ret.), who 

is now the Director of the Spo-

kane Airport, will be our guest 

speaker. He will tell us the de-

tails of his role in negotiating the 

release of Navy personnel who 

were held captive by the Chi-

nese after their EP3 Orion was 

hit by a Chinese fighter plane.  

Background : On April 1, 2001, 

a Chinese F -8 fighter collided 

with a U.S. EP -3 plane on a rou-

tine reconnaissance mission in 

international airspace seventy 

nautical miles southeast of 

China’s Hainan Island. The F -8 

and its pilot were lost; the EP -3’s 

24 crew members managed to 

land on Hainan. Beijing detained 

them for 12 days and kept their 

plane for three months.  

Spokane Chapter of MOAA    9 September 2007 at Club Fairchild  

P.O. Box 466      Fairchild Air Force Base, Spokane 

Veradale WA 99037     12:45 p.m. social period begins 

       1:15 approximate eating time   

Please CHOOSE AN ENTRÉE BELOW and mail your reservation so we receive it by  Saturday, 1 September. 

Please bring stamps and return address labels to affix to preprinted legislative letters .  

_____ Check here if you belong to Club Fairchild 

Please reserve ___ places for the Sunday, 9 September at  Club Fairchild.   

The cost is $14  per person. My check in the amount of $_______ is enclosed. 

Please make check out to “Spokane Chapter, MOAA” and mail to chapter mailbox (P.O. Box 466, Veradale WA 99037). 

 

Name: ________________________   Guest:  _______________________      Guest:  ________________________      

Entrée: Chicken Fried Steak _______  Entrée: Chicken Fried Steak _______      Entrée: Chicken Fried Steak _______ 

  Chicken Supreme _________                Chicken Supreme _________      Chicken Supreme _________ 

(If more guests, please write in) 

1. [  ] Please check here if you can provide a ride to the luncheon 

2. [  ] I would like to be added to the chapter group email list so I can receive important information in a timely manner.     

 My email address is _________________________________________(please print very clearly). 

3. [  ] My mailing address and/or phone has changed. My new address and/or phone are (please print clearly):  

      ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.   [  ] Future Program suggestion (food, location, speaker etc.): _____________________________________________ 

5. [  ] I will be temporarily away from ________ to _________. I want to receive the newsletter while I’m away. Please 

send it to this address: ___________________________________________________________________________. 

 If you are not attending the luncheon but have an address change, correction, suggestion, or will be temporarily away, 

please use this form and mail it to: Spokane Chapter MOAA, P.O. Box 466, Veradale WA 99037.  




