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President’s Message
By Marilyn Hunt

We did it again, and then some! Our webpage took first place in our size category in the
MOAA Communications Awards for Chapter Websites and we also took first place for
Legislative Coverage on our website. This means we’ve taken first place for both years
that the website has been in existence. This is absolutely amazing! A big Navy “Bravo
Zulu” (“Well Done”) and Huge Thank You to our Website Manager, Travis Bonifield, and
his mom, Beth Ann Daigre, who is our Website Coordinator, Chapter Auxiliary Liaison,
member of the National Auxiliary Member Advisory Committee, and the person who got
the new Widows and Wives Club off to a start.

That’s right, we now have a Spokane Chapter MOAA Widows and Wives Club. There’s a
big article about it on page 2 that I’m sure you’ll want to read. All chapter Auxiliary mem-
bers and wives of Regular members are welcome to join. They’re just in the formative
stages, but they have a fabulous imagination when it comes to food. Just reading the menu
for their upcoming High Tea at Brambleberry Cottage is enough to make anybody want to
attend.

Voila! We have 276 members who’ve said they want to get their newsletter by email. We
will send it by email to these folks starting with this newsletter, and they’ll also get it by
U.S. mail this time and next — just to make sure we’ve got all the bugs worked out. Start-
ing with the August newsletter, they’ll get it by email only, and after that if they want to
attend a social they’ll need to print off page 5, fill out the reservation coupon, and send it
to the chapter P.O. box along with their check (i.e., use the normal method of sending res-
ervation coupons). We’ll be closely watching our attendance at socials and if we think the
email newsletters are causing people not to come, we’ll have to rethink our strategy.

Heads up! Uncle Same Wants You! (Just kidding). However, the Board is offering each
member the option to wear their Class A, Service Dress or Mess Dress uniform to the
December 2009 social. This gives you eight months to find it and fit into it (smile). We
did this at the 2007 Christmas social and 12 members came in their military finest to show
us how they looked in their “first life.” (Would you believe the Navy no longer has a
Service Dress Blue uniform with bell bottom slacks? Maybe not, but I do).

At the April social we will recognize all chapter past presidents in attendance and do the
usual remembrances. We’ll also vote on a slight increase in chapter dues. We’ve had the
same dues for over ten years and a change is needed. See you there!

Chapter Wives & Widows Club HAVE AN ITEM YOU’D LIKE TO
DONATE FOR THE RAFFLE?

PLEASE BRING IT ON 26 APRIL

5 May - High Tea Brambleberry
Cottage

7 July - Smell the Roses at Manito
Park & lunch at Rockwood
Bakery

1 Sep - Lunch Prospectors & spkr.

3 Nov - Lunch Twigs North &

indoor miniature golf

1 Dec— Lunch at Davenport &

Christmas Trees Festival

2009 Calendar of Events
15 MAR- Northern Quest Casino
26 APR - Mukogawa Ft. Wright
13 JUN - Bayview ID, USN
Acoustic Research Citr.

13 SEP - Picnic at Imle’s
18 OCT - Spokane Club

6 DEC - Mukogawa Ft Wright
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Our Hat Is Off to:

Member
Recruiters

Beth Ann Daigre

Chapter YTD Give Me 10 YTD

Marilyn Hunt 1 3
Chuck Latimer 2 2
Frank Potter 1

TOTALS 5 5

Wheelchair Games: Chapter Members have donated a
total of $300 as of this printing.

Supporting Our Troops
At the social on 26 April, we will collect money and goods

to ship to the troops. Please bring either or both. The
cash helps with shipping costs. For information, call
Margaret Imle (509) 924-3846.

Reservation Coupon
Spokane Chapter Widows & Wives Club
Brambleberry Cottage & Tea Shoppe
206 E. Pacific Ave., Spokane
May 5, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. $23.50 per person

Please mail your reservation early, as the cottage
only has seating for 30 guests. High Tea is served
on their best china and includes four finger sand-
wiches, a fresh baked scone and a crumpet with
cream and jams, fruit, decadent cake, tea cookies
and a mini pastry, served on a gold tier. Of course it
includes all you can drink teas.

Please reserve ____ places for the Tuesday, May 5,
2009 High Tea social. My check in the amount of
$ is enclosed. (Please write your check
to Spokane MOAA Widows & Wives Club and
mail it to the chapter post office box, which is

P.O. Box 466, Veradale WA 99037).

Name:

Name:

Chapter Website Links: Chapter members who have a websg
purchase a link to it on the chapter website. The cost is
year. For details, contact Bath Ann Daigre at {858).921

Spokane Chapter, MOAA
2008 First Prize Winner

Chapter Website &
Best Legislative Coverage for
Website

SPOKANE MOAA

WIDOWS AND WIVES CLUB
By Beth Ann Daigre, Auxiliary Liaison

We’re off and running! Six ladies met on March 3™
and decided we should form the Spokane Chapter
MOAA Widows and Wives Club. So-0-0-0, Elaine
Anderson, Mary Ann Chandler, Beth Ann Daigre,
Diane Gorton, Pat Tolley and Louise Winn are cur-
rently acting as the planning committee. We have also
started a kitty of $5 each to help with any costs that
may arise. Diane volunteered to serve as our treasurer,
and we set up the following activities for 2009:

May 5"we will meet for High Tea at Brambleberry
Cottage and Tea Shop. The owner has given us a won-
derful discounted price because we are military (her
husband served in the Coast Guard). She dropped her
regular price from $27.50 to $23.50! The cottage can
only accommodate 30 guests, so it will be the early bird
who gets a seat at the table. Send the reservation cou-
pon on the left to secure your place at this fun outing!

July 7" we will meet for lunch at Rockwood Bakery
and then take a walk to smell the roses in Manito Park.

September 1% we will eat at Prospectors in Airway
Heights and have a speaker.

November 3™ we plan to have lunch at Twigs on north
Division and play indoor miniature golf at the Wonder-
land Family Fun Center.

December 1% we will meet at the Davenport for lunch
and view the Christmas Trees.

Other items we discussed for future meetings were:
meeting with the Officers Spouses Club at Fairchild
AFB, touring the Spokane County Court House, and
attending a theatre performance. We look forward to
seeing you at upcoming events.

ite can
$@@ep@9n3? Please contact Beth Ann Daigre at (509)

921-9581 or bethanndaigre@comcast.net.

Page 2 We are a 5 Star Chapter proudly serving

northeast Washington and north Idaho for 35 years!
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Scott Greene, COL, USAF, Fairchild AFB
Charles Jordan, MAJ, USAF, Chewelah WA
Gregory Kantz, Capt, USAF, Spokane
Francis Larrouy, MAJ, USA, Spokane
Steve Stearley, 1LT, ANG, and wife Emily, Spokane

CONGRATULATIONS ON PROMOTION!
CDR Richard Obregon, USN, 1 Feb 2009

TAPS
Melvin Butterfield, COL, USAF, 2/11/09
Frank Potter, COL, USAF, 3/26/09
Wanda Sommers, wife of LTC Duane Sommers, USA, 3/1/09

COL Frank Potter, USAF (Ret.)
20 January 19214 26 March 2009
By Marilyn Hunt

Sadly, I must report the passing of longtime chapter member and Board Director, Frank
Potter. My deep condolences to his wife, June, and their entire family. Frank was an
extraordinarily faithful member who did many productive things for the chapter, not
least of which was providing invocations at board meetings and socials when a chaplain
was not present. He also wrote several articles which appeared in the chapter newsletter
over the years. He was a man of integrity, honor and humor, always ready to serve.

Frank was our Star Recruiter. Board members would often ask Frank to call potential
members because he had a way of getting people to say “yes.” And when he worked as
a volunteer at the Fairchild Pharmacy, he would offer chapter applications to officers by
telling them “these things are expensive,” so they could only have one if they promised
to send it in. That brought us new members 75 percent of the time.

I could tell you lots of things that Frank did, like recruiting 35 percent of our new chap-
ter members in 2005 and 57 percent the next. And receiving the Chapter President’s
Award in 2006 and the MOAA Leadership Award in 2008 (first chapter member to ever
get one). And how he was forever earning a free year’s extension on his chapter dues.
And writing the best chapter history you ever laid eyes on, and why that helped us be-
come a Five Star Chapter. But none of that is important, nor is it what you want to hear.

What’s important is who Frank was Frank was a member of the Greatest Generation. He
flew in the Berlin Airlift and lived to tell about it. He was one of the most self-effacing
people I’ve ever known. He had a gentle sense of humor and he treasured life. Most of
all, he loved his children and his wife June. For all these reasons, he endeared himself to
many people. Two things I admired most about him were his rock solid faith and his
ability to change his approach if what he was doing wasn’t working. He had learned that
the secret to living was giving, and he persevered to the very end. It wasn’t until eight
weeks before his passing that he asked Barbara to take over as Historian, and about a
month after that he asked to resign from the board. I said I would consider it, but I never
did. It just wasn’t possible to think of Frank not being on the Board. It still isn’t.

Legislative Contacts
Washington

Senator Patty Murray
United States Senate

10 North Post St, Suite 600
Spokane WA 99201
509-624-9515

Fax (509) 624-9561

Senator Maria Cantwell
United States Senate
920 W. Riverside,

Suite 697

Spokane WA 99201
509-353-2507

Fax (509) 353-2547

Representative Cathy
McMorris Rodgers
United States House of
Representatives

10 N. Post St, 6th floor
Spokane WA 99201
509-353-2374

Fax 509-352-2412

Idaho

Senator Mike Crapo
United States Senate
1000 W. Hubbard

Suite 209

Coeur d’Alene ID 83814
208-664-5490

Fax (208) 664-0889

Senator Jim Risch

United States Senate

610 W. Hubbard, Suite 121
Coeur d’Alene ID 83814
208-667-6130

Fax (208) 765-1743

Representative Walt
Minnick, United States
House of Representatives
1900 Northwest Blvd.
Suite 106

Coeur d’Alene ID 83814
208-667-0127

Fax (208) 667-0310

NOW HEAR THIS! Is published 6 times per year by the Spokane Chapter, Military Officers Association of America, P O
Box 466, Veradale WA 99037. Editor: Marilyn Hunt cinc@verizon.net, 208-773-1074. Advertising limited to members/

spouses only. No subject matter that would preclude non-profit mailing.
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Legislative Update
By Marilyn Hunt

When you receive a Military Officer magazine that has post-
cards or letters to send to elected officials, PLEASE send them
right away. This is one of the most effective ways to influence
legislation that MOAA supports. It is also one of the ways you
maintain or improve your benefits and those of other veterans
and active duty personnel, and register your desire for a strong
national defense at the same time.

Last year, our chapter sent 1, 111 letters to our legislators. Al-
ready this year, we’ve sent 531. If you send a postcard, fax or
letter to your legislator on a topic of interest to MOAA, please
call or email Marilyn Hunt so she can add it to the count.

Special Pension for Veterans Aid & Attendance

The Special Pension for Veterans Aid and Attendance provid
for people who are disabled or frail and have trouble living d
own. Any veteran, retiree or widow of a veteran who served
days during war timgtateside or overseas, is over age 65, and
limited income may qualify for this pension.

The program can pay up to $20,928 per year towards assiste

nursing homes andhame care. Widows of deceased veterans iy

qualify for up to $12,681 per year.

Out of pocket medical expensesluding medications, insuranc
premiums and assisted living fees, are deducted from monthly
when determining eligibility
health requires care from others.
about $80,000 in
(Property and cars are not counted).

assets, al t

Widows/Widowers Death Pension

Low-income widows/widowers of wartime veterans are eligible
for a oDealthhesRe peinen.ols ar e
basiso and income included i

expenses in excess of 5% of the basic amount. In most caseq
care Part B payments exceed this. Social Security Supplemsg

Wheelchair Games

Many thanks to members of our chapter who have already
contributed a total of $300 to the 29th National Veterans
Wheelchair Games which will be hosted by VAMC Spo-
kane from 13 — 18 July of this year. This is a great start!
To donate money, fill out the coupon below.

VOLUNTEER: VAMC Spokane must raise over
$300,000 and recruit hundreds of volunteers for a whole
host of duties. To volunteer, call Kathleen Kovaleski,
VAMC Spokane Volunteer Coordinator for the Games
(509.434.7510), or go to www.wheelchairgames.va.gov
and click on the Volunteer Application.

PHONE BANKS: Volunteers are also needed to man the
phone banks at KHQ-TV so people can call in and volun-
btectgpphelp with the games. The phone banks will be open
rﬁ)n[ﬁé}rél, 5/13,5/28, 6/9 and 7/2 from 5— 7 p.m. If you want
1’;&11@@ with this, call Michele Larsen at (509) 434-7509.
qS%NATE: As mentioned in our last newsletter, we have
many chapter members who can’t come to socials but
jW%% 'like to support the chapter in some tangible way. Or
haps they do come to socials but would still like to sup-
port the wheelchair games financially. In either case, this
will be your chance to do what you know how to do
bbest: TAKE CARE OF THE TROOPS.

meome— — —+——— — — — — — — —
. Pleasexfill @utathistcauponwrite 8 ¢heclct@ thet2008 y

Applicants are allowed t¢MfaVéheel Chair Games and send everything to Spo-
kanes Chaptet MOAA, B.®O.Box66, Veradala WA t I e

99037.We’ll keep track and report back to you on how
we’re doing, and we’ll pass your check on to the VA.

Name

approved on a fineeds
Addresg e cal culations is re
, Medi-
ntal In-

come is not considered as income when computing this Dea
sion.

fPerm-

Surviving Spouses: FULL MONTH of Benefits
The VA is looking for 11,000 surviving spouses of deceased V
who meet the following criteria:
Veteran died after 31 Dec 4666

Casualty Assistance Officer: Bernie Fritz is the casualty assis-
tance officer for Fairchild AFB and the surrounding area. His
office is in the personnel/finance complex at the base. He can be
GIGEROPat 509-247-8551. If you leave a message, he will call
you back.

e Veteran was receiving VA compensation or pension benefi
Why? A 1996 law makes a surviving spouse eligible for the con
tion or benefit for the FULI
was not properly implemented in all cases. Spouses who likely
receive the full mont hds pay
survivors benefits or those for whom the VA does not have a
mailing address. To inquire about payment, call the Survivor C
ter at (800 74887 Mofrri from 5 a.m. to 5 p.m., Pacific Time.

Retiree Activities Office needs volunteers now!

(pensa; 5 Thoredias 1000.10.1400.h
:Monda ur: 0 urs A
Mo@g[& (o] thegkxd floérﬁf erso\ﬁné—:‘ltoﬁcg iﬂ:liﬂgs

gﬂé ROfired Affairs Office at FAFB is in dire need of volunteers
BRGUEE the présdnt Bnes dreRgficS(afen’t Wel1®). TIh&p\or€ 1
Gdir@ffarently only need to provide one four-hour stint per

Al dB&NSo give them a call. Being of service at the RAO is a
perfect excuse to travel out to the base and visit the exchange/
commissary at the same time.

Page 4
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: Spokane Chapter, MOAA - Programs 26 April 2009 at Mukogawa Ft. Wright Institute
P O Box 466 Commons Building

| Veradale WA 99037 1245 Social time, 1315 meeting, 1330 buffet begins
|
| Please mail your reservation so we receive it by Friday, 17 April. Please, no late reservations or walk-ins
I MENU: roasted sliced ham, southern fried chicken, mashed potatoes, baked sweet potatoes, green beans

I aimondine, green salad, cranberry jello, fruit medley, rolls & butter, and cheese cake with assorted fruit toppings.
I $17 per person.  Also, we need items for the raffle. If you have something new, please bring it.

"1
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| |
| Please reserve places for the Sunday, 26 April 2009 social. My check in the amount of $ is en- I
| closed. The check is payable to “Spokane Chapter MOAA” - mail to chapter mailbox above. |
| |
Name: member/guest (please circle) :
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
o

Name: member/guest (please circle)

[ 1 Please write in your phone number if you can provide a ride to the luncheon

[ 1 Future Program suggestions (food, location, speakers, etc)

|
[
|
[
|
[
|
[
|
[
|
: CUT HERE--------- CUT HERE--------- CUT HERE--------- CUT HERE - ---------- CUr HERE
|

26 April 2009 - Mukogawa Fort Wright4000 West Randolph Road, SpokaneDirections:From 90, Maple Street exit,
turn left on 4th Avenue, and left on Sunset Blvd. Stay in the right hand lane. After the bridge, turn right onto Governmegnt
Way, then right onto Fort George Wright Drive, go 1/10 mile, turn left onto Randolph Road and continue to the round
about at the end.Questions? Call Bob Imle (509) 701-3342.
Do you have something that could be used as a raffle prize? Perhaps you have a gift that you would like to re-gift. If so please
bring it. Also, please bring goods or a money donation for our Support the Troops project (postage fees appreciated).

e e e e e e e e e e e k|
: Membership Chair/Committee EMAIL REQUEST, CHANGE OF ADDRESS or PHONE, or

I Spokane Chapter, MOAA TEMPORARILY AWAY:

| P-O. Box 466 Clip and complete this form and send it to the

| Veradale WA 99037 address on the left so we can update our database. Thank you.

| NOTE: We do not send junk email or spam. Also, we do not give away, sell or trade your email address.
|

I Member name:

(Please print clearly)
[ 1 I'would like to be added to the chapter email list. | specifically request to (check all that apply):

[ 1 Receive the chapter newsletter by email instead of U.S. Mail.

[ 1 My email address is

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

I (Please print clearly)
I [ 1 My mailing address, email address, and/or phone number has changed to:
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
I
k

[ 1 !will be temporarily away starting and returning . | do do not (circle one)
wish to receive the newsletter while I'm away. If “do” please send it to:

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
[ 1 Receive important information in a timely manner. :
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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NEED a RIDE to the LUNCHEON MEETING? Chapter Recruiting Incentives
Idaho: 1. If you recruit three new chapter members
Washington: _ ;
Clif Collier 509-443-6490 Floyd Geiger 509-328-4483 ) ﬁny%gerzrciﬁcvi?go?g y;OUJ,IfZ?SFgeJe?“:S'
Chic Juber 509-926-9817 Chuck Latimer 509-326-2978 ' . ’
Ed Parker 509-891-6380 Clinton Piper 509-747-9305 free ticket to a chapter luncheon.
Omak: Jerry Zee 509-442-7735

Navy Acoustic Research Center, Bayview, Idalb 14 June 2009
Going to Bayview | sné6t IslUnusual! Goi ng t o Al asfk

Those who attend our 14 June social at in Bayview will tour two scale models, one of the submarine USS Seawolf
and the other of a stealth destroyer, plus propulsion systems & machine shops. The tour will be wheelchair accessible.
The May newsletter will include a special coupon that will ask for information, including names, birthdates,
birth locations, and Social Security numbers (SSNs) of those attendindf you bring a guest, this applies to them
too. We must receive this coupon in the chapter post office box b7 May, so when your next newsletter ar-
rives open it right away, fill out the coupon and send it in. We are required to provide this information to the
Navy by a certain date, so that is why the deadline is so important. Those who provide this information by 27 May
will be allowed to go on the tour. Those who do not want to go on the tour or who do not get their information in on
time will still be allowed to attend the catered picnic. It’s 27 miles from 190/Hwy. 95 in Coeur d’Alene to Bayview.

I f youdve been promoted, cont ac t-1074 wshe canlpuginn thelnex riewsletter. c|i n ¢ @




