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President’s Message
By Marilyn Hunt

The Bayview social promises to have a sell-out crowd. We’ve even had two people join
the chapter just because they want to tour the Naval Acoustic Research Detachment with
us on SATURDAY, 13 June. The reservation coupon on page 5 requires your name, date
and place of birth, and SSN. We are required to give this information to the Navy to get
you cleared. We MUST receive it in the chapter post office box by Wednesday 27 May in
order for you to go on the tour. Those with late reservations will only get the catered picnic
lunch which will be at the Bayview Community Center.

The 29th National Veterans Wheelchair Games will be hosted by VAMC Spokane
from 13 — 18 July of this year. So far, our chapter members have donated $470 toward
the $300,000 needed to pay for this event. No group of living veterans deserves our sup-
port more than those who have lost their natural mobility in service to our country. To see
Chuck Latimer’s challenge to donate to the Games, see the article and coupon on page 3.
Speaker ' sYoud Baaré afuDirectors is interested in establishing a Spokane
MOAA Speakers Bureau composed of members who would be willing to speak to school
children and other worthy groups about their military experience. All we need is your
name and area of expertise. Please call Chuck Latimer to sign up if you’re so inclined.

A slight increase in chapter dues was approved at the April luncheon. Chapter dues
for Regular member are now $15 per year or $40 for three years. Auxiliary dues are now
$9 per year or $25 for three years. (Auxiliary members are surviving spouses of deceased
officers). This is the first time we’ve raised dues in ten years. Printing, postage and other
costs have gone up a lot in that time. Thank heaven so many of our members have agreed
to get their newsletter by email; otherwise we would have had to go higher. Those who
have already paid chapter dues for 2009 and beyond will be grandfathered for the years for
which they’ve already paid. Remember, chapter dues are separate from national dues. So if
you get a dues statement from MOAA national, go ahead and pay it. Our chapter bylaws
require that you belong to MOAA national in order to be a Spokane Chapter member. No,
we do not have chapter Life memberships, but MOAA national does. See p. 6 for a deal!

Chapter Charter Members: An anonymous donor has promised to pay your CHAPTER
dues for the rest of your life. I understand that Karl Albrecht, John Honcharuk, Chic Juber
and Bill Wheatley are charter members who founded our chapter on 22 April 1974. Are
there any others who are still living? If so, please call or send an email and let me know.

Chapter Wives & Widows Club HAVE AN ITEM YOU’D LIKE TO
DONATE FOR THE RAFFLE?

PLEASE BRING IT ON 13 JUNE.

5 May - High Tea Brambleberry
Cottage

7 July - Smell the Roses at Manito
Park & lunch at Rockwood
Bakery

1 Sep - Lunch Rusty Moose & spkr.

3 Nov - Lunch Twigs North &

indoor miniature golf

1 Dec— Lunch at Davenport &

Christmas Trees Festival

2009 Calendar of Events
15 MAR- Northern Quest Casino
26 APR - Mukogawa Ft. Wright
13 JUN - Bayview ID, Naval
Acoustic Research Det..

13 SEP - Picnic at Imle’s
18 OCT - Spokane Club

6 DEC - Mukogawa Ft Wright
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Our Hat Is Off to:

Member Chapter YTD Give Me 10 YTD
Recruiters
Beth Ann Daigre 1
Clyde Denniston 1 1
Marilyn Hunt 2 24
Chuck Latimer 2 2
Frank Potter 1
TOTALS 7 27

Wheelchair Games: Chapter Members have donated a
total of $470 as of this printing.
Supporting Our Troops
Please bring money and/or goods to the Bayview social
so we can ship them to the troops. The cash helps with
postage. For information, call:

Margaret Imle at (509) 924-3846.

CRUISE for MOAA Members!
By Beth Ann Daigre

The MOAA Auxiliary Member Advisory Committee (AMAC)
has arranged a cruise for all MOAA members. Each cabin that
is booked will result in that me mber ' s MOAA
ceiving $50 from MOAA Vacations. What a great fund raiser
for the chapters. There will be a 7 Night Mexican Riviera
cruise on Royal Caribbean’s Mariner of the Seas. It will depart
Los Angeles Harbor on 25 October and return 1 November
2009. It only takes a $250 deposit to hold your reservation.
Prices include port charges, government taxes and fees. ALL
prices are for DOUBLE OCCUPANCY.

Inside Cabin $661 per person
Promenade Cabin $711 per person
Ocean View Cabin $851 per person
Balcony Cabin $911 per person

I’ll be on the cruise, so come join me! The MOAA Vacation
travel consultant to contact is: ~ Shelley Durham
1-877-670-7891 or shelley@moaavacations.com.

This is a very popular cruise at a popular time of year. Let’s
head south and stay warm a little longer before winter starts
here in the northwest. You can invite family and friends on
this cruise and your chapter will receive $50 for their cabins
too.

Chapter Website LinkChapter members who have a webg
purchase a link to it on the chapter website. The cost is
year. For details, contact Bath Ann Daigre at {858).921

Spokane Chapter, MOAA
2008 First Prize Winner

Chapter Website &
Best Legislative Coverage for
Website

SPOKANE MOAA

WIDOWS AND WIVES CLUB
By Beth Ann Daigre, Auxiliary Liaison

This issue of our newsletter is going to press before we actu-
ally hold our High Tea luncheon , but it appears the May tea
will be a wonderful success. Reservations have been steadily
flowing in. I’ll tell you how it went in the next newsletter.

Speaking of the next issue, it won’t be out for a few months
so I need to remind you to make a note to remind yourself of
the July 7™ and September 1° luncheons.

July 7™ at 1 PM we will meet at the Rockwood Bakery,
315 East 18" Avenue, Spokane, for lunch and then we will
walk through the famous rose gardens at Manito Park.

September 1st at 1 PM we will meet at the Rusty Moose
(was Prospectors), 9105 West Hwy 2, Airway Heights.

CIhl acpdta Bedid cotintefor BOTH, so please call or email me

to reserve your place at the table if you plan to attend. We’ll
select our individual meals off the menu in both places. If
you send me an email, I’ll send you a reminder of your reser-
vation. My email for this purpose is :
bethann@spokanemoaa.org, phone is (509) 921-9581.

NEED a RIDE to the LUNCHEON MEETING?
Idaho:
Richard Oates 208-777-2671
Ralph Shrigley 208-623-2671

Clif Collier 509-443-6490

Floyd Geiger 509-328-4483
Chic Juber 509-926-9817
Chuck Latimer 509-326-2978
Ed Parker 509-891-6380
Clinton Piper 509-747-9305

Chapter Recruiting Incentives

1. If you recruit three new chapter members by

| Can31 December, you will receive a free one-year
i;240 gnsion on your chapter dues.

2. It you recruit two more, you’ll also get a free

ticket to a chapter luncheon.

Page 2 We are a 5 Star Chapter proudly serving northeast Washington and north Idaho for 35 years!
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WHEELCHAIR GAMES DONATION COUPON

Please fill out this coupon, write a check to the 2009 VA Wheel Chair
Games, and send everything to Spokane Chapter MOAA, P.O. Box
466, Veradale WA 99037. We'll keep track of donations and report back
to you on how we’re doing, and we’ll pass your check on to the VA.

Name

Address

Amount:

CHALLENGE TO DONATE: Board Member Chuck Latimer has pledged to
donate $100 every time he gets a paycheck between now and the Games, which
will be held 13—18 July, for the umpiring he regularly does in the Spokane area.
Chuck is issuing a challenge to all chapter members to give what they can — a
“widow’s mite,” so to speak.

VOLUNTEER: To serve as a volunteer for the Games, call Kathleen Kovaleski,
VAMC Spokane Volunteer Coordinator for the Games (509.434.7510), or go to
www.wheelchairgames.va.gov and click on the Volunteer Application.

PHONE BANKS: Volunteers are also needed to man the phone banks at KHQ-
TV so people can call in and volunteer to help with the games. The phone banks
will be open on 5/13, 5/28, 6/9 and 7/2 from 5— 7 p.m. If you want to help with
this, call Michele Larsen at (509) 434-7509.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Gerald Higgins, MAJ, USAF, and wife Marvelee, Sagle ID
Arlette Nelson, Auxiliary, Hayden Lake, ID
June Potter, Auxiliary, Spokane

TAPS

I. Katherine Chew, LTjg, USN (3/18/09)
COL James Grant, Jr., CH, U.S..Army
Renee King, Auxiliary (3/15/09)
Jo Ann Percy, wife of LTC Francis Percy, USA (4/09)

Legislative Contacts
Washington

Senator Patty Murray
United States Senate

10 North Post St, Suite 600
Spokane WA 99201
509-624-9515

Fax (509) 624-9561

Senator Maria Cantwell
United States Senate
920 W. Riverside,

Suite 697

Spokane WA 99201
509-353-2507

Fax (509) 353-2547

Representative Cathy
McMorris Rodgers
United States House of
Representatives

10 N. Post St, 6th floor
Spokane WA 99201
509-353-2374

Fax 509-352-2412

Idaho

Senator Mike Crapo
United States Senate
1000 W. Hubbard

Suite 209

Coeur d’Alene ID 83814
208-664-5490

Fax (208) 664-0889

Senator Jim Risch

United States Senate

610 W. Hubbard, Suite 121
Coeur d’Alene ID 83814
208-667-6130

Fax (208) 765-1743

Representative Walt
Minnick, United States
House of Representatives
1900 Northwest Blvd.
Suite 106

Coeur d’Alene ID 83814
208-667-0127

Fax (208) 667-0310

NOW HEAR THIS! Is published 6 times per year by the Spokane Chapter, Military Officers Association of America, P O
Box 466, Veradale WA 99037. Editor: Marilyn Hunt cinc@verizon.net, 208-773-1074. Advertising limited to members/

spouses only. No subject matter that would preclude non-profit mailing.
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Legislative Update
By Chuck Latimer

During my 6 years on MOAA's national board of directors, I
always served on the Chapter and Council Affairs Committee,
"Stormed the Hill" six times, and was involved in countless
discussions about legislative matters and how we could influ-
ence politicians at the grassroots level. I met some very power-
ful Senators and Representatives, and less powerful ones.

I can categorically state that nobody does its government rela-
tions work better than MOAA. We have the best legislative
staff in the business. We are the best organized and best funded
-- even with our investment portfolio taking a hit with the econ-
omy. | know that Admiral Ryan, General Neil, the board and
the staff are coping with the investment problems in a wise and
effective way. They will innovate and save money, but the
number one mission of MOAA -- our legislative mission -- will
continue to be effective. MOAA will still be the most effective
organization lobbying for military people issues.

What do I base this opinion on? Not only what I've seen per-
sonally, but also this: MOAA is always asked to testify on
the Hill on every important personnel issue involving the mili-
tary community. Our president, Admiral Ryan, is always in-
vited to meetings with both parties on those topics. He’s also
invited to the White House for the small group meetings with
the President, his key staff, and the leadership of the three or
four largest military service/veterans organiza-
tions. We wouldn't get those invitations if we didn't have clout.

Clout comes from having the effective presence in our nation's
capitol, but more importantly it comes from politicians knowing
that we have a huge constituent base that is vocaland votes

Membership numbers and activating the membership is
key. Keep renewing your dues at the national and chapter
level, and send those letters, postcards, and emails.

I believe that no chapter does a better job of legislative
lobbying than we do in Spokane. BUT, we can do better. I
know that I can do better. Our chapter board has, over the
years, improved what we do, and Marilyn Hunt, our current
president, ably assisted by husband Bob, has really ex-
panded our letters program. No one keeps better track of
our level of effort than they do. I know for a fact that no
chapter applications for the 5 Star Awards program provide
the statistics that we do. I've read the submissions. We
should be getting bonus points just for the quality of our
write-up, which my cohorts on the C&CA committee have
acknowledged every year as the best write-up for its clar-
ity, conciseness and "meatiness."

How can we do better? By reading MOAA’s weekly legis-
lative email updates and by tracking the number of emails
and MOAA magazine postcards and tear-out letters sent by
our members. We can also do an even better job of using
our Award Winning website for legislative matters. I want
to look into other electronic means to increase our CLOUT.

REQUESTED ACTION

Send a copy of the emails you send to Congress to me at
my new special email address, spokanemoaa@aol.com.
I'll keep track of what I get and update Marilyn on the
stats. Also, tell me about the MOAA postcards and tear
-out |l etters that you send
And, we should have a few non-board members on
visit the congressmen”

Membership Chair/Committee
Spokane Chapter, MOAA

P.O. Box 466

Veradale WA 99037

Member name:

EMAIL REQUEST, CHANGE OF ADDRESS or PHONE, or
TEMPORARILY AWAY:

Clip and complete this form and send it to the

address on the left so we can update our database. Thank you.
NOTE: We do not send junk email or spam. Also, we do not give away, sell or trade your email address.

(Please print clearly)

[ 1 I'would like to be added to the chapter email list. | specifically request to (check all that apply):
[ 1 Receive the chapter newsletter by email instead of U.S. Mail.
[ 1 Receive important information in a timely manner.

[ 1 My email address is

(Please print clearly)
[ 1 My mailing address, email address, and/or phone number has changed to:

[ 1 | will be temporarily away starting

wish to receive the newsletter while I'm away. If “do” please send it to:

and returning

. | do do not (circle one)

Signed:
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I Spokane Chapter of MOAA 13 June 2009 SATURDAY tour of

P O Box 466 Naval Acoustic Research Detachment
| Veradale WA 99037 Lunch & Meeting at the Bayview Center

| 11:30 Social, 12:00 Lunch , 1:00 Tour

|
I Mail your reservation so we receive it by Wednesday, 27 May . The information below is
| REQUIRED for clearance for the tour. Late reservations or incomplete information will not go on

| the tour.

Please reserve places for the SATURDAY 13 June 2009 lunch and tour. The cost for lunch is
$15.00 per person. My check in the amount of $ is enclosed. Your check should be payable to
“Spokane Ch a pandenailedvd@hA dhdpter mailbox above.

Picnic lunch will be at the Bayview Center, but will catered by the “Crossroads” from Post Falls, whose
reputation is outstanding.

NAME Social Security Number Place of Birth Date of Birth m/d/yr

[ ] Please provide your phone number if you can provide a ride to the luncheon

[ ] Future Program suggestions (food, location, speakers, etc)

: Directions to Bayview, Idaho: From Hwy 95 going North, turn right (east) at the Athol intersection onto
I Hwy. 54, proceed to Bayview. Stay on Main Street, which will curve left in town. Look for the “Bayview |
| Center” on the left - 20298 Main Street. From Hwy 95 South, turn left at the Bayview turnoff or con-
| tinue to Athol and turn left on Hwy. 54. Follow the directions as above. You can also drive east through
I Athol on Hwy 54 and continue straight across Hwy 95. There are two parking areas at the Bayview Cen-
ter; The upper level is best for access.

Questions? Call Bob Imle (509) 701-3342.

Pl ease bring something for the raffle and s
fees appreciated). |l f we get too many r

—
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Convert national MOAA annual membership to Life, get a 10% discount from them, and then a $20 refund

from the chapter (thanks to the Give Me Ten program) by doing this: :

1. Call MOAA Membership Service Center at 1-800-234-6622.

2. Tell them you are a member of the Spokane Chapter, (you must say you’re a chapter member in order to
get the 10% discount ) and say that you want to convert your annual membership to Life.

Suppose you're 73 years old. Your net cost will be $287.80 ($342—34.20 = $307.80—$20 = $287.80). This is a sav-
ings of $54.20 or 15.8%. Are you saving 15.8% on anything else right now?

You can make 10 monthly interest-free payments instead of paying in a lump sum. The chapter will send you a $20
refund after we get a report with your name on it saying you converted to Life. A Life membership automatically
accrues to your spouse if you die, and they will pay nothing more for MOAA national dues.

Retiree Activities Office Has Moved to
Bldg. 240, 7 W. Arnold St., FAFB
New Phone Number: 509 -247 -4029

Casualty Assistance Officer: Bernie Fritz is the casu-
alty assistance officer for Fairchild AFB and the sur-
rounding area. His office is now in Bldg. 240 at 7 W.
Arnold St.. He can be reached at 509  -247 -4488. If

you leave a message, he will call you back The Retired Affairs Office at FAFB can use some new vol-

unteers. To help out, you apparently only need to provide

one four -hour stint per month. So give them a call. Being

Remember: We're welcome to wear our Class A, of service at the RAOQ is a perfect excuse to travel out to
Service Dress or Mess Dress uniform to the Decem- the base and visit the exchange/commissary at the same
ber social. This means we have six months to find time.

all the pieces and fit into it!

I f youdve been promoted, contac t-1074l§basheicdln3pwtitthbemExtrmWsIette‘ri. nc @




