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Chapter Wives & Widows Club 
 

5 May - High Tea Brambleberry 
              Cottage 
7 July  - Smell the Roses at Manito  
              Park & lunch at Rockwood  
              Bakery 
1 Sep  -  Lunch Rusty Moose & spkr. 
3 Nov  -  Lunch Twigs North &  
                indoor miniature golf 
1 Dec—  Lunch at Davenport &  
               Christmas Trees Festival 

HAVE AN ITEM YOU’D LIKE TO 
DONATE FOR THE RAFFLE? 

PLEASE BRING IT ON 18 OCT. 
 

2009 Socials 
15 MAR-  Northern Quest Casino 
26  APR - Mukogawa Ft. Wright 
13 JUN -  Bayview  ID, Naval  
                  Acoustic Research Det.. 
13   SEP - Picnic at Imle’s 
18  OCT -  Coeur d’Alene Resort 
  6  DEC - Mukogawa Ft Wright   

President’s Message 
By Marilyn Hunt 

 

The menu for our next social at the Coeur d’Alene Resort sounds so exotic that I 

hardly know how to pronounce some of it. You can select either Choice Angus beef or 

Pancetta & Provolone Cheese stuffed chicken breast atop Pappadella pasta  (they should 

use that phrase as an example of alliteration in high school English books). And it‘s only 

$27 per person, which is a bargain at the Resort. You won‘t want to miss it. 

 

But it gets better !  Our speaker will be Ed Santos, who is the founder of Center Tar-

get Sports, Inc. and the Tactical Services Group, which is in Post Falls across from Wal

-Mart.  In 2008 he authored ―Rule the Night Win the Fight a Practical Guide to Low-Light 

Gun Fighting.” He also writes a Personal Safety column for the Coeur d‘Alene Press and 

has been teaching firearms and tactical operations for over 30 years.  

 

Ed holds instructor certifications in more than 20 Law Enforcement related disciplines in 

addition to being a certified Executive Protection Agent and Driver.  He teaches the latest, 

cutting edge defensive skills, techniques and concepts to law enforcement, civilians and 

armed professionals world-wide.  He is a Spokane Chapter member and retired Army offi-

cer who  has been a certified Level one Reserve Deputy in North Idaho for over 9 years.   

 

Since Ed travels about 200 days per year, we are most fortunate to have him speak to our 

group. He will address the topic of Personal Safety, which I‘m sure will be of great interest 

to all of us. Be sure we receive your reservation by Friday, 9 October.  NO WALK-

INS! We have to provide an accurate head count by a certain date. 

 

Regrettably, Ken Ferro has had to resign from the Board of Directors due to a conflicting 

work schedule. We truly appreciate your service, Ken, and hope to see you and Vickie at 

many more socials. Anyone who‘d like to replace Ken is asked to call Rufus Hoefer. And, 

for those who don‘t know, Vickie makes gift baskets. We have benefited handsomely from 

her talents because she‘s donated several of them for raffle prizes at previous socials.  

2010 Dates for Chapter Socials are as follows, so please mark your calendar: 

 21 March—TBD   12 September—TBD 

 25 April—Mukogawa  17 October—TBD 

 6 June—TBD   5 December—Mukogawa 



Our Hat Is Off to: 

 
Support Our Troops:  
A total of 8  boxes (64.6 pounds) have been sent to 285 
males & 261 females in Afghanistan, the Philippines, Kyr-
gyzstan and Iraq. 
Legislative Letters: 1357 sent as of 22 SEP 2009! 

Member  
Recruiters 

Chapter YTD Give Me 10 YTD 

Convert to Life: 
Walter Bender 
Harry Binsfield 
William King 
Ted Ponticelli 

 4 

Beth Ann Daigre 1 1 

Clyde Denniston 1 1 

Frank Diemer 1  

David Gillespie 1 1 

Marilyn Hunt 3 31 

Chuck Latimer 2 6 

Bob Imle 1 1 

Frank Potter 1  

Barbara Wunderlich 1 8 

TOTALS 12 53 
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Now Hear This! 

We are a 5 Star Chapter proudly serving northeast Washington and north Idaho for 35 years! 

 

The Widows and Wives Club  

By Beth Ann Daigre  

  
Our luncheon at the Rusty Moose was delicious and the ser-

vice very good.  We've discovered that it's a good idea to 

hold our gatherings at 1 p.m. because the restaurants are full 

when we start arriving, but by the time we get settled they've 

pretty well emptied and we have the place almost to our-

selves.  Also, Elaine Anderson has made name tags for the 

members so we can learn each other‘s names faster. 

 

As fate would have it, I became the speaker at our September 

meeting.  National MOAA had just sent me a new set of pam-

phlets that they publish (free to members) addressing auxil-

iary issues and other matters.  I shared these publications with 

the widows and wives and showed them how to order the 

ones they want from National.   

 

For those of you who don‘t know, the Widows and Wives 

Club meets the first Tuesday of each odd numbered month at 

1 PM.  Our planning committee will be convening soon to set 

up the places to meet next year.  The membership fee is a 

whopping $5.00 a year.  Mary Ann Chandler moved to Red-

mond WA so we now have a second opening on the planning 

committee.  If you can volunteer or want more information, 

please contact me:  Beth Ann 509-921-9581.   

 

November 3rd we will meet at Twigs, 9820 North Nevada for 

lunch and then travel to Wonderland Family Fun Center, 

10515 North Division, for indoor miniature golf.  If you don‘t 

play miniature golf, come anyway and keep score for the 

various teams.   Elaine Anderson is taking the reservations so 

we can give the restaurant a head count.  Please let her know 

if you plan to attend:  Elaine 509-328-5556.  See you there! 

Spokane Chapter, MOAA  

2008 First Prize Winner  

 

Chapter Website &  

Best Legislative Coverage for 

Website  

Chapter Recruiting Incentives 
1. If you recruit three new chapter members by 31 

December, you will receive a free one-year ex-
tension on your chapter dues. 

2. If you recruit two more, you’ll also get a free 
ticket to a chapter luncheon. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 

Julie Cerge, LCDR, NC, USNR and husband Gregory, 

Spokane  

Frank Diemer, LTC, U.S. Army (Ret.) and wife  

Mary Jane, Greenacres  

Deborah Duncan, LTC, NC, U.S. Army (Ret.),  

  Spokane  

John Kavanaugh, LT, USN (Ret.), Spokane  

 

TAPS 

Geraldine Eastburg, Auxiliary, 7/31/09  

Roy Pearson, LTC, U.S. Army, 9/2/09  

NEED a RIDE to the SOCIAL? 
Idaho: 
Richard Oates  208-777-2671      
Ralph Shrigley  208-623-2671 
Washington: 
Clif Collier  509-443-6490   
Floyd Geiger  509-328-4483 
Chic Juber  509-926-9817 
Chuck Latimer  509-326-2978 
Ed Parker  509-891-6380  
Clinton Piper  509-747-9305 



Now Hear This! 
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Ladies and Gentlemen of Washington State Veterans Cemetery  

By Beth Ann Daigre, Chair  

  
 Some of you may be familiar with the Arlington Ladies of Arlington National Cemetery.  Since 1973 the Arlington Ladies 

have ensured that no Soldier, Sailor, or Airman - young or old – is ever buried alone.  When I learned we were going to have a new 

Washington State Veterans Cemetery in Medical Lake, I contacted cemetery director Rich Cesler and asked if we could provide a 

similar service with volunteers.  He was delighted to learn of our interest and welcomes all volunteers. 

 

 At the Widows and Wives High Tea in May I announced the creation of this program, and Pat Stanicar volunteered to serve 

as vice-chair to help launch it. In July I spent several hours in Washington, D.C. with the lady in charge of the Army Arlington La-

dies learning behind-the-scene paperwork. A few days later, I shadowed an Army Arlington Lady in the cemetery, actually perform-

ing the service with her and her escort. 

 

 Current requirements are that you be a veteran, spouse of a veteran, or a surviving spouse of a veteran.  This opportunity to 

serve is first being offered to MOAA members, then Pat and I will meet with other military groups to offer them the opportunity to 

participate.  If we achieve our goal of 35 ladies and 35 gentlemen before you sign up, you will be placed on the waiting list.   

 

 The tried and true method of running this program is to have dependable volunteers for each weekday of the month.  If you 

wish to volunteer, you will select Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, or 5th week of the 

month.  If you can‘t pick one day but still want to serve, you can be a substitute. This means that if you have Bible study every 

Wednesday and a committee meeting every 3rd Tuesday, you can‘t volunteer for the 3rd Tuesday or any Wednesday.  Whatever day 

you request should be solely reserved for cemetery service, and you should not make an appointment with the doctor, dentist, hair-

dresser/barber, or whomever else on that day.  

 

 Your job – if a lady – would be two-fold: 1) to write a note to the family of the deceased before the service.  We will have 

samples to give you ideas of what to write.  Also place in the envelope the words to TAPS which we will have printed on a card. 

 2) You will be escorted by a gentleman who is a veteran.  You will place your hand over your heart when the veteran salutes.  You 

will stand still during the service – never turning your head or moving, like being at attention – so as to not detract from the service. 

 

 Your job – if a gentleman – will be to escort the lady on your arm to the cemetery vehicle (golf cart) and again escort her 

into the internment service building.  You will be the lead as to when you salute and she places her hand over her heart (i.e., when 

the flag covered casket arrives, during a gun salute and taps).  You will escort her to the next-of-kin, standing by her side as she 

speaks to the widow or person to whom the flag is given.  Then escort her back to your positions waiting until the casket and atten-

dees leave the building, and escort her to the vehicle and drive her back to the office and escort her into the building.   

 

 Both lady and gentlemen should treat this service with the utmost respect and deference befitting a military burial, be it 

Medical Lake or Arlington National Cemetery.  If you volunteer for this honorable position, we ask that you please follow a re-

quired dress code and wear the following appropriate attire: 

 Ladies:  A darker dress or slacks and a modest, subdued blouse. No bright colors please.  A hat is not required, but may be 

worn if subdued.  Gentlemen:  Dark suit or sport coat/blazer, dress shirt and tie.  Active Duty: Class A or Service Dress uniform. 

 

 Orientation sessions will be held at the cemetery‘s temporary office, 14124 W. Highway 2, Medical Lake (which is right 

next to Airway Heights where the sidewalks end).  These sessions will be held at 2 p.m. on the first Thursday of the month from 

November 2009 through March 2010. We will discuss protocol, standard operating procedures and the organization's constitution.  

You only need to attend ONE orientation session. Then, actual training  will be held the last week of April 2010.  If you sign up for 

a Monday, you will attend a Monday training session, if you sign up for a Tuesday, you‘ll attend a Tuesday training session and so 

on. This will keep each training group to a manageable size.  During these training sessions we will hold mock services, playing the 

part of the lady or gentleman or being the mourners.  The time for the training will be set at a later date.   

 

 We have Candidate Information forms that will need to be filled out and turned in by every volunteer candidate.  If you are 

a dependable person and would like to volunteer, please let me know.  I will mail a form to you or you can download one from our 

chapter website (www.spokanemoaa.org), print it, fill it out and mail it to Beth Ann Daigre 2620 S. Bolivar Road, Veradale WA 

99037-9370. Questions? Please call me at (509) 921-9581. 
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Auxiliary Corner  

By Beth Ann Daigre  

 

 Ginny Canady, Auxiliary Liaison for the March Field MOAA Chap-

ter, shared activities involving their group:  ―Military personnel returning to 

March Air Force Base from Iraq and Afghanistan are met at all hours with 

food and drinks. We gather donated clothing and distribute them to homeless 

veterans, mothers with children living on base, and other military families in 

need. We knit lap robes for the hospital, and participate in the Veterans Day 

parade.‖ 

 

 Jean Denning, Liaison from the Palm Springs Chapter of MOAA (PSC-

MOAA) writes:  ―The Auxiliary Group is helping soldiers overseas, as well as their 

families here at home in our nearby Twentynine Palms Marine Base. We recently 

participated in "Operation Showers of Appreciation" and collected hand-crocheted 

and knitted baby blankets, and other needed baby items for the "Shower" held at the 

Base. 

 These are just a few of the things other MOAA Chapter Auxiliaries/Spouses 

groups are doing.  Fairchild AFB has similar programs headed by Pam Martin at the 

Airman & Family Readiness office, 4 West Castle Street, Fairchild AFB, WA 99011. 

509-247-2246. Volunteers and cash donations are always a great way to help!  

 

 Operation Stork makes up layettes for the new babies which include:  a 

quilt or afghan, clothes, sleepers, wipes, lotion, powder, baby bottles, toys and baby 

books.  All these items are in constant demand.  With Halloween and Christmas com-

ing up, shopping for some cute items and everyday things would be greatly appreci-

ated.   

 

 Airman’s Attic is another service provided by Pam‘s office.  During our 

clothing drive for the hospital in Germany I had some calls from members who had 

‗like new‘ and never worn clothing they wanted to donate.  The Airman‘s Attic can 

use such items. 

 

 Our own Maggie Imle heads up our ―Support Our Troops‖ program and 

sends items she collects at each luncheon to various units serving in the military.  So 

many of our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan don‘t have access to an Exchange or mini 

mart, so our support of them is greatly appreciated.   

 

 A large number of us are blessed to have a steady income at a time when so 

many are doing without.  Many of us served when the family could follow along to 

whatever new PCS came up, so we understand military life.  Deployments have been 

going on for eight years now.  Our kids need our help.  Let‘s step up!       

 
Legislative Contacts 
 

Washington 
 
Senator Patty Murray 
United States Senate 
10 North Post St, Suite 600 
Spokane WA 99201 
509-624-9515    
Fax (509) 624-9561 
 
Senator Maria Cantwell 
United States Senate 
920 W. Riverside,  
Suite 697 
Spokane WA 99201  
509-353-2507    
Fax (509) 353-2547 
 
Representative Cathy  
McMorris Rodgers 
United States House of  
Representatives 
10 N. Post St, 6th floor 
Spokane WA 99201 
509-353-2374   
Fax 509-352-2412 
 

Idaho 
 
Senator Mike Crapo 
United States Senate 
1000 W. Hubbard 
Suite 209 
Coeur d’Alene ID 83814 
208-664-5490   
Fax (208) 664-0889 
 
Senator Jim Risch 
United States Senate 
610 W. Hubbard, Suite 121 
Coeur d’Alene ID 83814 
208-667-6130   
Fax (208) 765-1743 
 
Representative Walt 
Minnick, United States 
House of Representatives 
1900 Northwest Blvd.  
Suite 106 
Coeur d’Alene ID 83814 
208-667-0127   
Fax (208) 667-0310 
 
 

 

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS? 

 

If you get our newsletter by email and your email ad-

dress changes, PLEASE inform the following people so 

we can update our database. Or, you can send in the 

notice on the bottom of page 5.  

 

Clif Collier, Membership Chairman: clifcoll@msn.com  

 

Dean Thie, Email Newsletter Coodinator: dthie@hughes.net  



Spokane Chapter of MOAA                                                    18 October 2009 at the Coeur d’Alene Resort  

P. O. Box 466                                                                               1230 - Social time, 1330 - meal service begins 

Veradale WA 99037                                                                   Cost: $27 per person 

 

We MUST receive reservations in the chapter mailbox NLT Friday, 9 October 2009; no late reservations or walk-ins as 

each meal must be ordered in advance.  Please reserve______ places for Sunday, 18 October 2009. My check to ―Spokane 

Chapter MOAA” in the amount of $________ is enclosed ($27 times the number of reservations). MENU: Salad, rolls, but-

ter, dessert and choice of  1) Certified Angus BEEF Pot Roast, Yukon Gold mashed potatoes, fresh vegetables  or  2) Pancetta 

& Provolone Cheese stuffed CHICKEN breast atop Pappadella pasta with roasted tomato-olive relish, lemon-butter sauce and 

fresh vegetables. 

 

Name: ______________________ member/assoc/guest  Name: ___________________ member/assoc/guest 

    (circle one)           (circle one) 

Name: ______________________ member/assoc/guest  Name: ___________________ member/assoc/guest 

    (circle one)           (circle one) 

Name: ______________________ member/assoc/guest  Name: ___________________ member/assoc/guest 

    (circle one)           (circle one) 

Name: ______________________ member/assoc/guest  Name: ___________________ member/assoc/guest 

    (circle one)           (circle one) 

[  ] Please write in your phone number if you can provide a ride to the luncheon   __________________ 

 

[  ] Future Program suggestions (food, location, speakers, etc) _______________________________________  

Now Hear This! 
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Directions to the Coeur dõAlene Resort:  Coming from Spokane on I-90 ð Exit 11, turn right on Northwest Blvd toward City 

Center. This will take you to the lake and the Coeur dõAlene Resort. Courtesy parking in the parking garage (except for 

tall vehicles, which won't fit). When you leave, tell the attendant you were at the MOAA social. Please call with any ques-

tions:  Bob Imle @ (509) 701-3342. 

 

Bring something for the Raffle and something for our troops serving in harm’s way. (Postage 
fees also appreciated). If we get too many raffle items, we will save some for future raffles.  

 
Membership Chair/Committee EMAIL REQUEST, CHANGE OF ADDRESS or PHONE, or  
Spokane Chapter, MOAA TEMPORARILY AWAY: 
P.O. Box 466 Clip and complete this form and send it to the 
Veradale WA 99037                                address on the left so we can update our database.  Thank you. 
NOTE:  We do not send junk email or spam. Also, we do not give away, sell or trade your email address.  
 
Member name: ________________________________________________________________________ 
                                               (Please print clearly) 
[  ]   I would like to be added to the chapter email list. I specifically request to (check all that apply):  
 [  ]  Receive the chapter newsletter by email instead of U.S. Mail.   
 [  ]  Receive important information in a timely manner. 
 
[  ]   My email address is ________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                      (Please print clearly) 
[  ]   My mailing address, email address, and/or phone number has changed to: 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 [  ]   I will be temporarily away starting ___________ and returning _____________.  I  do / do not (circle one) 

       wish to receive the newsletter while I’m away.  If “do” please send it to: 
      ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

        Signed: ______________________________ 



Spokane Chapter  

Military Officers Association of America 

P.O. BOX 466 

Veradale WA 99037 

 

WEõRE ON  THE  WEB! 
WWW.SPOKANEMOAA.ORG 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Permit No. 1221 
Spokane WA  

Chapter Speakers Bureau: If you‘re willing to speak about your military experience,  call Chuck Latimer (509) 326-2978. 

Casualty Assistance Officer:   Bernie Fritz is the casu-

alty assistance officer for Fairchild AFB and the sur-

rounding area.  His office is now in Bldg. 240 at 7 W. 

Arnold St..  He can be reached at 509 -247 -4488.  If 

you leave a message, he will call you back.  

FAFB Retiree Activities Office  

 Bldg. 240, 7 W. Arnold St.,509 -247 -4029  

The Retired Affairs Office needs volunteers. Serving at the 

RAO is a perfect excuse to travel out to the base and visit 

the exchange/commissary at the same time. Call them!  

Retirees May Face “Economic Stimulus Tax” 
 

The recently enacted economic stimulus plan reduces federal income taxes up to $400 for working individuals and $800 for 

couples via smaller tax withholdings from their paychecks. However, the need for quick implementation is leading the IRS to 

apply smaller withholding to all taxpayers including non-working retirees who aren‘t eligible for the tax cut but have retired 

pay. This will no doubt cause some rude awakenings next year when retirees discover they have been ―under withheld‖ and owe 

an unexpectedly large tax bill. 

 

MOAA has written congressional leaders and Treasury Secretary Geithner urging exemption of taxable retired pay and pensions 

from the lower withholding. If this effort is unsuccessful, retirees can ask DFAS to restore the original withholding on their re-

tired pay to avoid a bigger 2009 tax bill. 

For each person you recruit under MOAA’s Give Me Ten program, your name will be entered in a sweepstakes drawing for 

$1000. If you win, the new member associated with your ―entry‖  will get $500 and a free Life MOAA membership.  

DUES. Those whose dues expire on 31 December did a great job of sending them in after seeing their names in the last newsletter. 
Something like 75% of you got on the ball and did it. Many thanks ! You saved us lots of money for postage and stationery, not to 
mention our spare time folding letters and stuffing envelopes.  If the rest of you would do it, it would be greatly appreciated.  


